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History of the Czech Scout Mail

The first stamps associated with voluntary service of young people dur-
ing difficult war conditions were issued in the city of Mafeking at the Mis-
sion of Good Hope in April 1900. That city, protected by the English, was
surrounded for 217 days by the enemy Buri. The commander of the loecal
garrison, Gen. Sir Baden-Powell, who later became international president of
the Boy Scouts, organized a group of young boys for the purpose of deliv-
ering important messages. The cards and letters using this service were
franked with a one-penny stamp bearing th picture of a cyclist (Sergeant-
Major Goodyear) and/or a three-penny stamp bearing the likeness of Gen.
Sir Baden-Powell.

A similar story was repeated in 1918 during the revolutionary beginnings
of the independent Republic of Czechoslovakia at the end of the First World
War. At that time Czech Scoufs delivered important communications, let-
ters and telegrams between the new governmental organs and leading political
personalities. The Scouts issued their own stamps, the first truly “scout
stamps” ever produced, for franking the communications they delivered.

The origins of Czech scouting are closely connected with the name of

EDITOR’S NOTE: The 50th anniversary of the Czech Scout Mail oec-
cured Nov. 7, 1968. This monograph, translated into English by J. J. Verner,
is one of the most therough presentations to be published under one cover
on the subject of this unusual mail service. The author possesses one of the
largest collections of the Czech Scout Mail ever assembled. He is a young
Czech engineer, residing in Prague, with broad philatelic interests. We are
most grateful to the author for his diligent and accurate research and to Mr.
Verner for encouraging the author to record his findings so they may be pre-
served in the philatelic press, both in the Czech and English languages. Mr.
Verner said he has witnessed the rebirth of the Boy Scout movement in Czecho-
slovakia. With this revived interest, it is most timely that a philatelic ac-

count of the extraordnary Czech Seout Mail should now appear in print.—
James M. Chemi.
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Figure 1. Official regulations covering the Scout Mail, issued Nov. 1, 1918,
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Figure 2. Genuine Scout stamps

Prof, A. B. Svosik, who organized the first scout group in 1911, giving rise
to scouting in Bohemia. The number of scouts and groups grew gradually
until an independent organization (spolek) “Junak—Czech Scout” was organ-
ized June 15, 1914. The South Slav name “Junak,” which the Czech Scouts
called themselves, expressed their moral and physical qualities. Just as other
scouts throughout the world, Czech Scouts used the lily blossom, on which they
superimposed a drawing of a dog's head from the flag of the “dog-headers”
(psihlavei). The dog-headers were ancient Czech guardians of the state bor-
ders and their dogs were considered a symbol of faithfulness and vigilance.
Prof. A. B. Svojsik gave the scout movement a nationalistic coloration and
began preparing the youth for the Czechs' forthcoming battle against the
Austro-Hungarian monarchy. Therefore, the revolutionary events of 1918
found the Czech Scouts prepared and dedicated workers.

Czech Secouts began to prepare to serve the National Counecil, the main
governmental institution in the new Republic, as early as September 1918.
It was then that the idea of isuing their own revolutionary stamps arose.
This idea became reality with the issuance of two stamps, 10 and 20 heller
values. They were printed by the Kolman firm, located in the Prague district
of Vinohrady. The political revolt erupted Oct. 28, 1918, and by the after-
noon of that day Czech Scouts, along with Sokols, volunteers and students,
were guarding thraatened objects, individuals and communal property. The
headquarters of the Czech Scouts, the command post for the overall command-
er, Prof. Svojsik, Deputy Commander Paubal and Scout President, J. Rossler-
Orovsky, was located on Strelecky Island in the Vltave river.

Because the revolutionary government nceded reliable co-workers for
the delivery of important mail and dispatches between the members of the Na-
tional Committee, the police and government offices, the National Committee
turned over to the Scouts its entire mail receipt and delivery system during
the evening of Oct. 28. At first, the Scout Mail was semi-official and was
based on an oral agreement between the Directorate of the Czech Scouts and
the National Committee, then located in the Harrachov Palace, samples cf
the official cancellations and announced that their use would begin at 10
o'clock the following morning.
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The Scout Mail was officially approved with the issuance, Nov. 7, 1918,
of official regulation No. 324//R governing the delivery of letters and com-
munications by the Czech Seouts. The Official Regulations, signed by rep-
resentatives of the National Council—Dr. Pavlasek, Rossler-Orovsky and V.
Jelen—as well as by the Directorate of the Czech Scouts, on the use of can-
cellations and stamps of the Scouts Mail Delivery Service (Figure 1) is
translated as follows:

324 Official Regulations for the Czech Scouts Delivering Letters
R and Documents

(1) Czech Scouts in the service of the National Council are issued identi-
fication cards by their Union and are responsible for letters and documents
with which they have been entrusted and which they will conscientiously de-
liver to the addressee.

(2) Letters are given to the Scouts for delivery in the ground floor office
in the so-called Harracov Palace, the seat of the National Council, on Jindris-
ska street. Upon delivery each letter must be receipted by the recipient
either on the envelope, which the Scout will then bring back or in the receipt
book which the delivering Scout will make available to the addressee.

(3) All letters delivered by the Scouts will bear a Seout stamp which will
be affixed in the Scout Office.

(4) If it is not possible to deliver a letter, document, telegram or package
promptly and accurately, the item must be returned immediately to the of-
ficial who gave it to the Scouts for delivery.

(5) For verification of acceptance of a letter a special handstamp was
ordered in which the date and name of the Scout will be entered. In Prague
the 7th day of November 1918.

Correspondence intended for delivery by Scouts was collected in the Scout
Office at the National Council and also later in the Harrachov Palace, Cadet
Academy, Parliament and the Obeeni Dum. Important cards, letters, dis-
patches and telegrams that arrived by post were accepted by the Office,
sorted and immediately delivered to the addressees. The Scouts delivered
communications in Prague and its environs on foot, by street car and bicycle.

Their uniform and identification papers gave Scouts access to the mem-
bers of the Government and its functionaries at any time during the day or
night. The addressee acknowledged receipt of a letter in a receipt book, or
simply on the envelope in which the communication was delivered, which the
Scout then returned to his office as a means of control. Since the mails were
not particularly reliable during that period, the Scouts also made some de-
liveries to private individuals.

(to be continued)
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On November 16 an office of the Scout Mail also was opened in the Min-
istry of Interior, which was located in the former governor’s palace in the
Prague Castle. There also was continual Scout Service in the Post and Tel-
egraph Office on Jindrisska Street, at Wilson Station and the wireless tele-
graph station at Letna. The official service of the Secouts stopped by order
of Scout President Rossler-Orovsky on the evening of Nov. 25. The great
majority of the Scouts had to return to school or their jobs and by that time
the individual ministries had their own dependable employees.

The Scout Delivery Service was revived Dec. 21 when Prague welcomed
the Republie’s first president, Thomas G. Masaryk. The return of the Pres-
ident to his homeland was considered a great state-political event. The
Scouts also participated in the arrangements for this event and were entrusted
with the delivery of important telegrams between the Castle, the Parliament
and Wilson Station. For this occasion a small number of Scout stamps were
overprinted “Prijezd presidenta Masaryka” (Arrival of President Masaryk),
and then were affixed to the communications delivered by the Scouts. Today
it is not poseible to determine who gave official approval for the overprinting
and usce of these stamps, since the written documents have not been pre-
served. However, it is known from the testimony of participants that the
idea of overprinting the stamps came from the Seout leadership and that
some members of the National Council knew and approved of the entire affair.

Scout Stamps an(i Postal Cards

Every revolution that reaches deep into the political and economie life
of a state is also reflected in its postal history. The circumstances accom-
panying a governmental overthrow usually preclude the usual requirements
d-emanded for the issuance of regular postage stamps. The Czech Scout De-
livery Stamps, which appeared during the revolutionary period of 1918, can
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be considered as a typical example of this phenomena.

As already mentioned, the idea of preparing special Scout Delivery Serv-
ice stamps developed in September 1918. The proposal for their issuance was
approved at a meeting held Oct. 20. By then the temporary National Council
had decided to use Scouts for security and guard service, and to provide a
Jocal mail delivery service. The book publisher, Knapp of the Prague district
of Karlin, recommended that the stamps be printed by the Kollman firm in
Xral Vinohrady and, along with Scout President Rossler-Orovsky, placed an
order for stamps. The initial order was for 20,000 copies each of the 10-
heller blue and 20-heller red stamps. The 10-heller value was needed to pay
for delivery of postal cards and printed matter and the 20-heller for letters,
telegrams, newspapers and parcels., The collection of these fees was neces-
sary because the Scouts were paid a lump sum for their services from a
special National Council fund.

Since the stamps were not sold publicly, they must be considered official
delivery stamps. They were officially valid from Nov. 7 to Nov. 25, 1918,
but are known on a few covers which were delivered during the period of
November 3-7.

The central design of both stamps consists of a line drawing of the Czech
double-tailed lion. Numbers of value appear on either side against a white
field. At the top is the legend “Posta ceskych Skautu” (Mail of the Czech
Scouts), and at the bottom “Ve sluzbich Néirodni vlady” (In the Service of
the National Government). See figure 2.

The stamps were relief printed and the edges were “died-out” approxi-
mating a 12% perforation. The engraving on the die-out tool was done by
J. Panenka. Only one die was prepared for each value so no variations are
possible on either value. The die printed and simultaneously cut-out one stan.p
at a time from pre-gummed paper. The dies were later devalued by filing
(figure 3) and placed, along with cancellation tools and other materials re-
Jated to the Scout Mails, in the archives of the National Council. These ma-
terials were apparently destroyed either during the Nazi occupation of Czech-
oslovakia or during the fire in the Old Town Hall during the Prague revolt
of May 1945.
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There were two printings of these stamps. The first was on heavy paper
with yellow gum, often unevenly applied, while the second on thinner paper
with white gum. Stamps also exist that were printed on parchment paper.
Unused stamps of the first printing are found less often because more of
them were used up during their period of validity. Stamps of varying color
shades and with uneven application of ink exist from both printings.

The 10-heller stamp is known to exist in a series of shades, ranging from
light blue to violet blue, while the shades of the 20-heller run from rose to
carmine. The printer delivered the stamps to the Scout offices in boxes of
500 and 1,000. DBecause of the great pressure of work, no control was estab-
lished with regard to the number of stamps delivered and hence the exact
quantity of the printings is not known. However, it is estimated that about
30,000 10-heller blue and 50,000 20-heller red stamps were issued.

Color trials were prepared in various colors and shades for both values.
They were printed on thinner white paper which had either white or yellow
gum. (The author also has a proof printed on yellow paper.) Color trials

Figure 3. De-valued dies.
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:of the 10-heller stamp exist in various shades of red-brown, brown, purple
‘and gray, and more rarely in red and turquoise green. The 20-heller color
‘trials are known in shades of red-brown, brown, violet, purple, gray, grayish
olive, orange—and less often in light blue and blue-green.

During the printing of the stamps the following flaws appeared: non-
died-out or insufficienitly died-out stamps- (Figure 4); inaccurately aligned
dies, negative perforations (Figure 5); double paper (Figure 6); folded paper,
double impressions (Figure 7); unevenly applied or heavy inking (Figure 8);
and various color spots, albino impressions, partial or complete set-offs (Fig-
ure 9). These printing errors are relatively uncommon even though the print-
ing was done by a private firm. This fact tends to confirm the argument that
originally the Scout stamps were prepared for use by the “revolutionary”
mails and not for philatelic collections.

After the death of Rissler-Orovsky, Scouts stamps from his estate bear-
ing the so-called Prague Revolutionary overprint came into possession of
several collectors. The idea of using a Revolutionary overprint arose in the
first days of the new state among the employees of the National Council and
the overprint was applied to some Austrian stamps then in use. These over-
prints on Scout stamps have no practical significance, They were trial over-
prints which have value only as novelties. Three types of the first averprint,
the so-called small seal, and one of the second overprint (large seal) are
known on Scout stamps. The overprints were applied in red and black. In-
verted and sideways impressions also exist.

The types of these overprint known to have been used are illustrated in
Figure 10:

Figure 4. Incompletely “died-out” stamps.
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Figure*5 Figure 6 Figure 7 Figure 8 Figure 9

Oddities illustrated above: Negative perforations (Figure 5), double paper
(Figure 6), double impression (Figure 7), uneven inking (Figure 8),
and offset impression (Figure 9).

(a) The legend, “Provisorni Ceskoslovenska vlida" (Provisional Czech-
oslovak Government), with the Czech lion in a perpendicularly-lined field.
The Czech erown appears above the seal.

(b) The words, “Ceskoslovenska statni posta” (Czechoslovak State Post)
with the Czech lion and the Czech crown.

(¢) The definitive overprint, bearing the legend, ‘“Provisorni Ceskoslo-
venskéd vlada,” the seal with the Czech lion. The ecrown above the seal has
been filed off. When this overprint had been used several days for applica-
tion on Austrian stamps, the Commission of the National Council was eriti-
cized because the Czech seal did not refleect the union of the Czech lands with
Slovakia. Therefore this overprint was changed too.

(d) The definifive overprint with the words “Ceskoslovenska statni posta”
and the joint coat of arms, the so-calléd Legionnaire coat-of-arms.

A small printing of 1,000 postal cards was prepared bearing the relief
10-heller blue stamp. The stamp was printed in the upper left corner of
cards from white carton stock (Figure 11). The postal cards were intended
for communication between Scouts or between the Scouts and the National
Council. Genuinely-used postal eards are rarely seen:

B e PnitA - -
CESKYCH srw?u &

'h: R‘thsﬂ(:d j CH
§ wancoai viAov. uaonul’ YLADY,

A B C D
Figure 10. “Revolutionary” overprint of Scout Stamps.
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Figure 11, Genuinely-used postal card.
(to be continued)
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Scout Mail Cancellations

The Scout mails used three types of hand stamps to mark delivered mail:
(A) A round metal handstamp, 24mm in diameter, with the letters NV

Figure 12 Figure 13
NV cancellation. Scout Mail cancellation.

prevzal;
re—— e T s .
Figure 14
Receipt stamp.
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(Nirodni Vybor—National Council), which was used by the Scout Office at
the National Council building (Figure 12).

(B) A round rubber handstamp, about 30mm in diameter, with the text
“Posta Skautu—Praha 1918” (Scout Mail—Prague 1918) into which the date
was written in manuseript (Figure 13). This cancellation was used by all the
Scout Offices.

(C) A double-lined, rubber handstamp “Dopis od skauta ______________ 5
PEEVEAL e {The letter from the scout ____________ , was accepted
By crcesas —.e—_). This marking (Figure 14) was signed on the top line by

Genuine‘iy-delivered letter with Scout stamps and cancellations.

Figure 15.
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the Seout making the delivery, and by the recipient on the second line. These
signatures confirmed the letter’s delivery.

These markings appear most often in biue or purple; occasionally in red.
The author also has seen genuinely used covers with markings in green.

All items delivered by the Scout Mail had stamps and markings affixed
(Figure 15). This same regulation also applied to letters delivered by the
regular mails to the National Council and then turned over to Scouts for de-
livery to a specific office or individual (Figure 16). Letters bearing mixed
frankings—Scout and regular Austrian stamps—are rare and are sought as
historical postal documents of the post-revolutionary period. Stamps were

e KniZeci Schwarz_qp?yeg_g_ské L

d by Scouts.

ivere

ig. 16. Registered letter sent through regular mails and del

F
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applied to the first page of telegrams (Figure 17). If they were long, and
included more than one page, each additional page had a Scout cancellation
applied. The Scouts daily delivercd packets of newspapers and journals—
stamps were pasted on only the first copy of such bundles and then canceled.

The regulations on franking with Scout stamps were not always followed,
especially when a Scout ran out of stamps while on duty. For this reason,
and because some Scout Mail was delivered before the stamps were valid,
covers can be found that only bear Scout cancellation markings. If a receint
book was used by a Scout the cover need not bear the two line marking “Let-
ter from Scout _____ e Accepted by ———_______" (Figure 18).

e
s

-L ,"
i
|

“a
=
=
-
=
-~
=
-
o~
s
=
@
==
e
P
£,
f--
o -
3
-

TrENCanske STOLICI Je Loupena

_PYChLOU DOROC = dOPABK 134+

8 PaLena @adany abyvateLstve UPemL!vwe ProSi 0 2brane
8 VeJSKO . DORERY JSOU MeUdrZiTeLne pesiete

Diensitiche Angaben; :

VeLka bYTCa na SLovensku

s, Nov. 8, 1918,

Soout

}J:!'

Figure 17. Telegram from Velky Karlovic and delivered to National Council
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Unofficial Markings on Covers of the Scout Post

(A) An official, but non-postal, rubber, clliptically shaped handstamp
with the legend “Narodni vybor ceskoslovensky v Praze” (Czechoslovak Na-
tional Council in Prague)—Figure 19. This marking appears in violet, red,
and black.

(B) Markings of the individual Secout units which worked for the Na-
tional Council (Figure 20). These markings only represented publicity for
the Scout units and had no postal significance.

(to be continned)
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The official handstamp ““A” only appeared on original letters. The mark-
ing was to certify official papers or communications and was not intended for
canceling delivered mail. Since all the handstamp devices were kept to-
gether in the same office, this official marking erroneously found its way
to use on covers. This handstamp, together with the official metal NV device
and the round rubber handstamps, remained in the hands of a National Coun-
cil employee when the Scout Mail ceased operations. Subsequently, he man-
ufactured a small number of additional letters. In most cases he used an en-
velope with the “Néarodni Vybor” imprinture, affixed a stamp, canceled it
with the official handstamp, and then applied either one—or both—of the
postal markings (Figure 21). These covers on which the manufacturer did
not write an erroneous date (Nov. 25 or after) or an address which did not
exist, are impossible to distinguish from ones actually delivered by the Scouts.

‘Prijezd Presidenta Masaryka’ Overprint

At the beginning of this article we mentioned that the Scout Post was
again activated on Dece. 21, 1918, the day of President Masaryk’s return to
his homeland. To commemorate this event a three-line overprint “Prijezd
Presidenta Masaryka” (Arrival of President Masaryk) was overprinted on
Scout stamps. The overprinting was done by the Knapp printing plant in
Karlin (Prague) on values of the first and second printing. The 10-heller
blue stamps bear a brick red overprint and the 20-heller red a black one. It
is estimated that only 600 10-heller blue and 1,000 20-heller red stamps were
overprinted. The high market price of these stamps today indicates that the
overprinted stamps not actually used were almost immediately destroyed.

Various varieties of the overprint are known: black overprint on the 10-
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Figure 19. Official, non-postal,
marking of the National Counecil.
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Manufactured cover with genuine markings.

Figure 21.
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heller blue; inverted overprint; overprint printed at a greater than usual
angle; and very rarely, a light blue overprint on the blue 10-heller stamp.

All genuinely-delivered covers that inciude the overprinted Scout stamp
were canceled with the round “Posta Skauntu—Praha 1918” and marking “C”
in black (Figure 23). For an exception to this rule, we must note that let-
ters sent from the Presidium of the Council of Ministers were canceled with
a round unofficial (non-postal) marking in purple that read “Presidium of
the Council of Ministers of the Czechoslovak Republic (Figure 24). Some
Scout postal cards had overprinted Scout stamps pasted on and also wele
used during this day.

the “Prijezd” ovpt.

aring

Figure 23. Letter delivered on December 21, 1918 be
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Figure 24. Marking used on letters
sent from the Presidium of the

Figure 22. Genuine overprint, Council of Ministers on Dec. 21, 1918.

Counterfeits of the Scout Stamps

Even though Scout stamps do not belong among really rare stamps, they
nevertheless were counterfeited several times. Counterfeits are not known
used on cover or on piece. All counterfeits of these stamps were produced 13
defraud collectors.

(1) Blue 10-Heller Stamp
Counterfeit A. (Figure 25)

As his pattern, the counterfeiter used the 20-heller stamp on which the
lion’s right leg is nicked. This nick and the wrong configuration of the let-
ter S in the text identify this otherwise good-appearing counterfeit. It was
relief printed with the appropriate die-out. The hollows of the died-out
“perforations” are shallow.

The author has several of these counterfeits which testify to the develop-
ment of the final color and gum used.

The counterfeiter began with a gray color and yellowish, cracked gum.
Then came counterfeits with a gray-blue color and coarse yellow gum, and
finally a blue stamp with smooth yellowish gum.

Counterfeit B. (Figure 26)

The design and perforations are the same as counterfeit A, but the nick
in the lion’s leg has been touched up. The color of the counterfeit is blue or
blue-violet and the gum is smooth, white or yellowish.

Counterfeit C. (Figure 27)

The design differs considerably from the original. They were printed in
relief with simultaneous dieing out of the perforations. The hollows between
the perforations are deep and vound, the teeth are flat rather than pointed,
and each side has two more teeth than the original “perforations” (1334).
The color is light blue or blue, and the gum is smooth and slightly yellowish,

(2) Red 20-Heller Stamp
Counterfeit A. (Figure 28)

This counterfeit was probably produced by the same man that made coun-
terfeits A and B of the 10-heller stamp. The distinguishing marks are the
wrong configuration of the letter S in the stamp’s text and the absence of the
pick in the lion’s right leg.
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VE SLUZBACH E SLUIBACH
NARODN4 VLADY NARODNI VLADY
Figure 25 Figure 26

Counterfeit A (10 heller). Counterfeit B.

Individual counterfeits vary in the sharpness of the relief, but never is
it as deep as the original. The dimensions of the perforations are uneven and
the hollows between are shallow, The color is red or light red and the gum
is smooth, white or slightly vellowish and sometimes coarse white.

Counterfeit B. (Figure 29)

This counterfeit varies considerably from the original. The letters and
numerals are smaller, The lion fills the center up to the border. It was re-
lief printed with died-out “perforations.”

A distinguishing feature of this counterfeit is its small teeth and shal-
low hollows. Each ride of the counterfeit has threc more t{eeth than the or-
iginal. The color is carmine; the gum is clear and white.

I

VE SLUZBACH VE SLUZBACH
NARODNI VLADY NARODNI VLADY

Figure 27 Figure 28
Counterfeit C. Counterfeit A (20 heller)
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= POSTA
CESKYCH SKAL

NARODNI viLADY

i’igure 29 Counterfeit B.

(3) “Prijezd presidenta Masaryka” Overprint

The small print run and high prices of the Scout stamps bearing this ov-
erprint has led to several counterfeit tamperings of the overprint.

Counterfeit overprints exist on genuine and counterfeit stamps, but they
hever completely match the original. The counterfeit overprint also was
applied to stamps used on genuine letters. These covers often bear the NV
cancellation which was not used on Deec. 21, 1918.

The following counterfeits are in the author’s collection, but it is possible
others exist:

Counterfeit A. (Figure 30)

The most distinguishing feature of this counterfeit is thut the center point
of the letter M does not come all the way to the base as in the originual. Alsa,
the center of the letter “d” is too rounded and not oblong as in the original.
The counterfeit appears on genuine stamps (Figure 30) as well as on coun-
terfeit type C of the 10-heller and type B of the 20-heller (Figure 31) and
on what were originally genuine covers. The red counterfeit overprint on
the 10-heller has a mat finish.

Counterfeit B. (Figure 32)
This counterfeit varies from the original by the different shape of tha

Ty si"'ﬁ"’
wABODRY v Lt

'

I'"igur 30 Figzure 31 Figure 32 Figure 33
Above four items are coun'c:feit of “Prijezd” overprint



(Czechoslovak Specialist Page 131

letter “S” and the tail of the letter “t” in the word “presidenta.” The letters
do not have sharply defined edges.
It also exists in black on the blue 10-heller value.
Counterfeit C. (Figure 33)
The letters of this counterfeit are completely different from the original
and several of the letters are incompletely printed.
The colors of this counterfeit match the original.

Cancellations Commemorating Scout Congresses and Celebrations
in Czechoslovakia

To complete the record of Czechoslovak postal recognition of Scout activ-
ities, we submit the following check-list of cancellations commemorating
Scout celebrations, Jamborees and Congresses in the Republic.

1931 PRAHA-SLOVANSKE SKAUTSKE TABORY 1931 (Slavie Scout Jam-
boree) : Circle handstamp (Figure 34a); Machine cancellation (Figure
34b). In addition to commemorate the 20th anniversary of Czechoslo-
vak scouting, two labels were issued (figure 35) and a postal card bear-
ing the same design.

Figure 34 — Commemorative Scout Cancelations

SLOVANSKYCH SKAUTO
(SLOVANSKE JAMBOREE)

PRAHA 28.Vi-4.i.1931

A

Slovanské
Jamboree

Praha
(28.VI=4.V111931
B




Puge

1934

1934

1936
1937
1945
1945
1946

1946
1948

132 November 1969

KUTNA HORA-ZUPNI SJEZD JUNAKU SKAUTU (Regional Con-
gress of Young Scouts). Figure 34c.

BANSKA BYSTRICA-—XII. SVETOVY TABOR SKAUTSKEJ ESPER-
ANTSKEJ LIGY (XII World Jamboree of the Scout Esperanto League)
Figure 34d.

PRAHA 14—ZEMSKY SKAUSKY SJEZD (National Scout Congress).
Figure 34e.

JAROMER—OTEVRENI SKAUTSKEHO DOMOVA (Scout Lodge Op-
ening). Figure 34f.

ZILINA 1—1. SNEM SLOVENSKYCH SKAUTOV (1 Congress of Slo-
vak Scouts). Figure 34g.

KLATOVY—SKAUTSKE SLAVNOSTI (Scout Celebrations). Fig. 34h.
KARLOV YVARY 1—SKAUTSKE DNY (Scout Days). Figure 34i.
PRAHA 1—II. JUNACKY NEM (II Scout Congress). Figure 34j.
ZLIN 1—JUNACKY SNEM (Scout Congress), Figure 34k.

SLOVANSKE
JAMBOREE
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Figure 35. Label issued to commemorare
the 20th anniversary of Boy Scout move-
ment in Czechoslovakia
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Czech Scout Stamps—1918, Used on Telegrams
By Jan Dvorak and Lester A. Rehnke

The telegraph service in the United States is privately owned and operated.
In Europe and most other couniries this ia not the case as the telegraph serv-

Fig. 1 (Translation) To the Military Cemmand of the Czechoslovak Army,
Prague 8. In answer to telegram no. 7/ of 1 November it is announced that
station (railroad) command must be transferred to representatives of the Pol-
ish National Committee on the basis of their insistance concerning agreement
in this respect between ihe Polish and Czech National Committees in Prague
. .. railroad station command had to be transferred because of a threat of
fome . .. National Committee in Mor. Ostrava has been informed of this:
(signed) Swation Command number 2415.
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iee is operated by the government as part of the post-office department, as
it was in Austria and subsequently in Czechoslovakia

Many articles have appeared in the philatelic press concerning the 10h
blue and 20h red Czech Scout stamps used im November and December 1918
and their use on letters, but little has appeared regarding their use on telc=
grams.

While the stamps were not officially valid until November 7, 1918, some
were used as early as November 2 as shown on the telegram Fig. 1. This
telegram was sent from Bohumin (previously S. Oderberg) by the Command-
er of the Station, to the Military Command of the Czechoslovak Army in
Prague and refers to a change in command for the station by the Polish Na-
tiomal Committee.*

Fig. 2 (Approximate translation) To the National Committee in Prague frem
Mor. Ostrava. A mass of Czech children herctofore registered in German
schools reporting to Czech schocls . . . request immediate instruction whether
Czech schools can accept them since the law regulating schools calls for
ehange only when parents change their address . . . National Committee in
Mor. Ostrava.
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Fig. 3.

The telegram illustrated in Fig. 2 is dated November 3, sent from the
National Committiee in Mor. Ostruva to the National Committee in Prague
and concerns the transfer of Czech children previously enrolled in German
schools to Czech schools.*

The delivery of telegrams, together with letters, newspapers, documents
and other official papers, with Scout stamps attached, continued until No-
vember 25, 1918. If the telegrams were long and consisted of more than one
page, the stamps were applied to the first page, with only the Scout cancel-
lation applied to the additional pages.

The original stamps were overprinted for the arrival of President Mas-
aryk in Prague on December 21, 1918 and were also used on telegrams. Fig,
B shows a telegram sent from Ceské Budéjovice on December 12 from the

* Figure captions give comiplete translations of telegrams.

Fig. 4
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Minister of Railways to the Presidium of the Cabinet, Prague Castle, inform-
ing them that “President Masaryk left Salzburg (Austria) thursday at 10
p.m. and would arrive at Ceské Budéjovice, Friday at 3:20 p.m.”

The telegram shown in Fig. 4 was sent by the Natlional Committee in
Ceské Budéjovice from Horni Dvofisté on December 20 to the National Com-
mittee, Prague, stating that “President Masaryk arrived in a special train,
followed by a reception by the Minister of Railways and members of Parlia-
ment, also that representatives of France, England and Italy were presen’.
Departure for Ceské Budéjovice where he will stay overnight and departure
for Praguc tomcrrow at 10 am.”

Only 600 of the 10h and 1,000 of the 20h were overprinted and few were
used, with most of the remainder destroyed. These stamps on covers and
telegrams are exceedingly rare.
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CZECH 1918 SCOUT POSTAL CARD
by Lester A. Behnke and Jan Dvorak

Fig. 1
The 10h and 20h Czech Scout stamps were issued in relatively large num-
bers (30,000 of the 10h and 50,000 of the 20h), but only about 1,00C of the 10n
postal card were made, using the same die as for the 10h stamp. A consider-
able number of covers with the stamps are in collections, but very few of the
postal card are to be seen. A brief summary of the uses of the stamps, com-
pared to the use of the postal card, will ke helpful in understanding the scarc-

ity of the latter.
The stamps were used on envelopes prepared by the National Committee;
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envelopes received in Prague from other towns and addressed to the National
Committee; and those sent from various locations in Prague and addressed to
local offices, and to individuals. These stamps were also placed on telegrams
before delivery to the addressee—usually the National Committee and its
members, some were even used for the delivery of newspapers and pamphlets.
In other words, there were many places of origin, many destinations, and
many covers in existence.

The postal card on the other hand, was intended only for use by the Scout
leaders for Scout purposes as shown in the accompanying illustrations. There
are today in coliections, probably several hundred at least of the stamps on
covers, but not more than several dozen mint and used postal cards.

Figs. 1 and 2 illustrate a card used I1.X1 addressed to the Wireless Sta-
tion requesting that “All of the telegrams received be handed the deliverer of
this official card.” Il is signed by Rissler-Orovsky, the President of the Scout
Organization,

Figs. 3 and 4 show a card written on 19.XI to Filip Vracha, and delivered
the following day by Scout Kalibera. This is in the handwriting of Capt.
Rissler-Orovsky, Jr., and reads as follows:

Parliament, 19 Nov. 1918

Dear Bracha:

The detachment of the troop stationed
at the Castle (Hradfany, seat of the
Tresident and the government) will
ieceive in the Castle, free lunches,
dinners and breakfasts including
lodgings at the guard room. Tin
containers they own. Look to it
that the boys have good and clean
blankets. Also soap! Blocks of re-
ceipts you will get from the National
Committee. Issue a receipt with the
rubber stamp of Junak—Czech Scout.
The copies of orders do not give up,
we have to keep them for the time,
to be able to prove how many cases
and pieces our scouts have processed.
I have sent further three scouts to
the Wireless Station at Letna (a
Prague street) to deliver safely ra-
dio messages to the National Com-
mittee and to the Castle. Report to
Prof. Nusla what is being done =zt
the Wireless Station. This letter will
be delivered to you by some boy of '

the IInd or TIIrd troop. Give him the Fig. 4

official report of Nov, 1st to Nov. 15th.
Yours, Capt, R. 0. Jun.

Fig. 5 shows the reverse of a card typewritten in a standard form, and
then filled in with a date and the name of the Scout as a certification. Tt
reads as follows:

Karel Hiiler, Student I1Ia of the Real Gymnasium in Liben (Prague)

is on duty as a Scout in the building of the National Council, or

Ministry of the Interior.

Prague, Nov. 21, 1918
(Signed) J. Kalibera
Leader of the day.



Fig. 6 shows the reverse of another card. also typewritten in a standaré
form, dated 12/11, signed by Orovsky himself, plus the handstamp of the Pre-
sidium of the Czech Scouts, with a message reading:

To whom it may concern:
Hand over to the deliverer (of this card) the received telegrams.

A few postal cards exist with the overprinted Masaryk stamp added, and
cancelled 21/XII, the only day of use of the Masaryk stamps, one of which
is illustrated in Fig. 7. It is addressed to A. Svojsik, the Founder of Scout-
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ing in Czechoslovakia, and Chief Scout of Junak, (Scout Association).
There are today, probably several hundred of the stamps on covers in col-
lections, but not more than several dozen mint and used postal cards.

i

7
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Czech Scout Stamps—The Masaryk Overprints

By Jan Dvorak and Lester A. Behnke

(Reprinted by permission form the S.P.A. Journal and the use of their
engravings appreciated)

Fig. 1

Most collectors of Czechoslovak stamps and the topic of Scouts on Stamps
are familiar with the two Czech Scout stamps issued early in November 1918
for use in the messenger service for local delivery in Prague of official let-
ters and telegrams. This service terminated on November 25, but was re-
instated later for one day only—December 21, 1918, This was the day when
President Masaryk arrived in Prague to take office. For this one day only
the stamps were used again, but with an overprint reading: “Prijezd presi-
denta Masaryka."

Though it is not known definitely, it is estimated that approximately 600
of the 10h blue stamp, and 1,000 of the 20h red stamp were overprinted by the
Knapp printing office in Prague. The color of the overprint was brick red
on the 10h and dull black on the 20h. The overprints appear to be somewhat
iransparent, especially when seen enlarged, as in Figure 1. The form of the
letters in this overprint have very definite characteristics which are quite
different from forged overprints made later, The original plate for the over-
printing was destroyed shortly after the work was completed, and the re-
mainder of the stamps was destroyed shortly after December 21, 1918. This
accounts for the scarcity of these stamps and the corresponding high value
today.

Most of the overprints on the 10h blue stamp were printed on the dark
blue shade of this stamp, but a few also exist on the scarcer light blue (ul-
tramarine) shade.

Evidently the black overprint was first applied to the 20h red stamp.
Later, the same printing plate was inked with red for the printing of the 10h
blue stamp without removing all of the black ink. This produced a few 10h
stamps with the overprint showing a red color tinged with black as in Figure
2, Only a few of these exist, but they do appear occasionally in internation-
al exhibitions.

The 20h red stamp overprinted with black ink also exists in a very



Novemher 1978 Tase 117

Fig. 3

small gquantity with the overprint inverted as shown in Figure 3.

According to some of the older phiiatelists, one of these is in the archives
of the Czechoslovak Postal Museum, one or two in collections in Czechoslovakia
and one abroad.

The return of Thomas G. Masaryk to his native Czzechoslovakia was a
historieally significant event during which the Boy Scouts again offered their
services. They served as organizers and bearers of reports, statements, news,
letters, and telegrams between Prague Castle, Parliament, the Town Hall, the
Railway Station, the Postoffice, the Telegraph Station, members of Parlia-
ment and other notable persons.
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Fig. 5

Two envelopes exist with both the 10h and 20h overprinted stamps ap-
plied. One was sent to Karel Kramer (a member of Parliament), as shown
in Figure 4; and the other to Josef Rossler-Orovsky, president of Junak
(Scouts Organization) as shown in Figure 5. Both of these covers are can-
celled “POSTA SKAUTU Praha 1918, and also have the rubber handstamp
“Dopis od Skauta . .. prevzal: ... ” (Letter from scout .. . received by
.+ . ). Only the color of the cancel is different. It is black on the first,
and red or red-violet on the second.

(to be continued)

Fig. 6
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Czech Scout Stamps—The Masaryk Overprints
By Jan Dvorak and Lester A. Behnke

(Reprinted by permission form the S.P.A. Journal and the use of their
engravings appreciated)

(Conelusion)
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Fig. 7

A few of the overprinted stamips were applied to the Scout postal cards,
One of these, addressed to Mr. A. Svojsik (the Chief Scout) at the Wilson
Railroad Station, was illustrated in the Czechoslovak Specialist of April 1974
(as Figure 7), and later veprinted in the S.P.A. Journal of May 1974 (as
Figure 11).

During the journey of President Masaryk from the border of Austria fo
Prague, telegrams were sent to various officials, prominent people, and edi-
tors of newspapers in Prague from several stops along the railroad.

One telegram, though very briel, was sent by Jan Masaryk (who was ae-
companying his father) to hiz mother in Prague which reads:

“Dad is in good health, approaching the border.”

It was sent from inside Czechoslovakin, Ceske Budejovice at 3:10 P.M.,
December 20, 1918. Upon receipt of the telegram in Prague, the 20h stamp
was applied, and it was then delivered by a Scout to Mrs. Masaryk. See
Figure 6.
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Figure 7 shows a telegram with 20h stamp, sent from Ceske Budejovice
by Zahradnik on December 20, at 1:15 P.M. to the Editor's office of the news-
paper Venkov in Prague, which reads as follows:

“At one o'clock it was announced by three cannon salutes that President
Masaryk crossed the border, and is now on Czech soil.”

Zahradnik was Minister of Railways, and was in Ceske Budejovice to
welcome the President.

Figure 8 illustrates a telegram with the 20h stamp sent from Ceske
Budejovice by Svoboda at 4:13 P.M. on December 20 to the National Commit-
tee in Prague, informing them that:

“The train with President Masaryk arrived in Ceske Budejovice at 4 P.M.
while all the bells were ringing. He was welcomed officially by the Chair-
man of the National Committee, Doctor Zdrahalem.”

The telegram in Figure 9 shows the rare use of the 10h overprinted stamp
on a telegram, It was sent by the National Committee in Ceske Budejovice
from the railroad station in Horni Dvoriste on December 20 to the National
Committee, Prague, stating that:

“President Masaryk arrived in a special train, followed by a reception
by the Minister of Railways and members of Parliament, also that represent-
atives of Franee, England and Ttaly were present. Departure for Ceske Bu-
dejovice where he will stay overnight and depart for Prague tomorrow at
10 AN
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Fig. 11

Figure 10 shows o telegram with the 20h stamp sent by Hajek at 8:10
A.M. On December 21 from Ceske Budejovice to the National News (the lead-
ing daily newspaper in Prague) informing them that:

“President Masaryk spent the night in his train, and will leave for
Prague at 10:00 A M. Before his departure, he will receive the representa-
tives of the National Committee and the Civil Authorities, as well as the rep-
resentatives of the Germans in Ceske Budejovice.”

Figure 11 shows another telegram with the 20h stamp sent by the Na-
tional Committee in Ceske Budejovice ot 10:15 AM. December 21 to the Ng-
tional Committee in Prague stating that:

“The Representatives of the Ceske Budejovice National Committee were
received in the train by Mr. President. The special train left for Prague at
10:02 A.M.”

Other uses of the 20h on telegrams were illustrated and described in the
Gzechoslovak Specialist of Qctober 1473 as Figures 3 and 4 and in the S.I.A.
Journal article mentioned earlier also as Figures 3 and 4.

There is also in existence a letier shown in Figure 12 which was sent by
R. Orovsky, President of Junak (Scout Organization) on December 21 to an
unknown recipient (probably Dr. Domin who was a Member of Parliament
and also connected with the Czech Scout headquarters), which reads as fol-
lows:

“Prague, the Parliament, 21/12.1918
Zde
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“We were guarding the Wilson Railway Station from the morning, then
we had sentries at the Old Town Hall and from 4-6 in the Parliament Build-
ing and then we shall be during the whole night at the Royal Castle.

“Besides that my Scouts are standing guard along the whole route from
the Wilson Railway Station from where President Masaryk is going to drive
{o the Castle.

“] have a few minutes here in the Parliament Building while the Parlia-
ment is in session to write you these few lines and I am enclosing a few
Seoul stamps with today’s overprint ‘Arrival of president Masaryk’ which
will be very rare and are used today just for official correspondence.

With best wishes
(Rubber stamp) Yours
Presidium of Czech Secouts Riossler-Orovsky, Sen.
‘Re Prepared’ President of Scouts”
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There are no doubt additional telegrams and envelopes with the over-
printed stamps attached in the possession of other collectors, but for the
present, this is a complete list of all items available to the authors. Should
additional information be available, the author of this article would apprec-
iate being informed.

The authors wish to acknowledge the cooperation of leading collectors of
these overprints who have so graciously permitted the illustrations to be
shown, Ing. Dr. R. Gilbert (Czechouslovakia), Mr. Hedbom (Sweden), Mr. Kovar
(Czechoslovakia), Mr. Miltner (Switzerland), and Mr. Rasmussen (Denmark).

A special debt of gratitude is also due Dr. Velen Fanderlik, former Pres-
ident of Junak (Czech Scout Organization) for his extremely valuable help
in providing many translations, and also for sharing his personal knowledge
of many of the people connected with the Scout Mail.
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THE CZECHOSLOVAK SPECIALIST
GENUINENESS OF ENTIRES WITH STAMPS OF THE
DELIVERY SERVICE OF CZECH SCOUTS
by Pavel Piiterman
Reprinted from ZPRAVODAJ, no. 44, March 1991
Translated by Henry Hahn
Introduction by Frederick P. Lawrence

In this article from ZPRAVODALI, Czech postal history expert Ing. Pavel Pitterman dis-
cusses the expertizing of entires of the 1918 Czech Scout Delivery Service (Czech "Scout
Post"). The article is based on, and in some areas expands on, Ing. Pitterman's lectures on this
subject presented at the World Stamp Expo in Washington, DC in November 1989 and at
BALPEX in September 1990. This is a disputed subject, with Ing. Pitterman'’s views differing
sharply with those of Milos Miltner of Neuenhof, Switzerland, who wrote and published the
monograph “Werdegang, Erfolg, Uterdrickung und Wiederstehung der
Tschechoslowakischen Pfadfinderbewegung aus der Sicht eines Pfadfinders und
Briefmarkensammlers” (Origin, Success, Suppression and Resurrection of the Czech Scout
Movement from the Viewpoint of a Scout and a Stamp Collector) in 1990. Ing. Pitterman's
article joins articles previously published in The Czechoslovak Specialist on the Czech Scout
Delivery Service by Ivo KvasniCka, Jan Dvofék and the late Lester Behnke. Since the origi-
nal illustrations in ZPRAVODAJ were inadequate for reproduction, new figures have been
added by this writer, as follows;

Figure 1. Charter document of the Czech Scout Delivery Service (Courtesy Ludvik
Pytlicek).

Figure 2. Category 1 entire: Genuine and authentic. Internal Scout Delivery Service entire
from the Czech Scout Association to J. Rossler-Orovsky, President of the Czech Scouts.

Figure 3. Category 2 entire: Genuine but not authentic. Genuine registered double weight
entire (overpaid 5h) to the Czech National Committee, delivered by the Prague Post Office,
not carried by the Czech Scouts. Later enhanced by the addition of a genuine 20h Scout
stamp tied by a genuine strike of the "N.V." marking.

Figure 4. Category 3 entire: Fabrication. Completely made-up entire, constructed for col-
lectors, probably in the 1920's. All components - 20h Scout stamp and strikes of the "N.V.",
"Dopis od skauta. . ." and oval "NARODNI VYBOR V PRAZE" markings - are genuine, but
the entire is spurious.

Figure 5a. Category 4 entire: Forgery. Genuine entire to the Czech National Committee,
delivered by the Prague Post Office, not carried by the Czech Scouts. Later enhanced by the
addition of a genuine 20h Scout stamp tied by a forged strike of the "POSTA SKAUTU"
marking. The expert's mark of Dr. Gilbert applies only to the Scout stamp.

Figure 5b. Category 4 telegram: Forgery. Genuine telegram to the Czech National
Committee, delivered by the Czech Scouts. Later enhanced by the addition of two genuine
10h Scout stamps tied by forged strikes of the "POSTA SKAUTU" and "N.V." markings.

The Disputes concerning justification for issuance of stamps and for entires of the delivery
service are eighty years old. It is time that these disputes be replaced by factual discussion
and evaluation of presently known facts.

What then are the facts? There are archival and literary documents proving the origin of
the Scout courier service for the use by the National Committee starting on October 28th,
1918 during the afternoon hours, at which time independent Czechoslovak military units
began to receive information from the Stfelekcy Ostrov (Riflemen's Island). Taking part in
this action, besides military personnel, were also members of the Sokol and Scouts. The

4
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Fig. 1
Scouts served as couriers, delivering both verbal and written messages to and from leaders of
local resistance. The reason was that the then current mail service did not insure sufficiently
rapid and secure delivery.

The Scout service operated objectively, without stamps, postmarks or delivery books; all of
this came later. This fact, often neglected in philatelic literature, is critical from the standpoint
of general historical evaluation of the need for creation of the courier service. Against this
background of determining circumstances, one must weigh, from the philatelic point of view,
the secondary circumstances which later led to the issuance of the Scout stamps. However, it
is undisputed that delivery service arose spontaneously on October 28, 1918 and ended on

5
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Fig. 2
November 25, 1918. During this interval there were created internal regulations by the exist-
ing leaders of Czech Scouting. (Figure 1) Since this service was not organized by the postal
authorities nor any other responsible institution, it must be considered as a private delivery
service in any event. The principle of its private origin as well as that of its stamps and entires
must be reflected in appropriate terminology. I suggest the use of the following terms and
descriptions:

- Delivery service of Czech Scouts (i.e. courier service . . ..)

- Stamps of the delivery service of Czech Scouts (Scout Stamps)

- Entires with stamps of the delivery service of Czech Scouts (entires with Scout Stamps)

This concept of the delivery service of Czech Scouts, in my opinion, distinguishes it by not
employing the terms "post” and "postal”, regarding all known facts about its origin and char-
acter. It is defined in the context of the general circumstances of the Czechoslovak
Transitional Period and its postal service. From the philatelic viewpoint, it enables one to
evaluate all documents originating during the period of its activity as valid material. It is an
undeniable fact that this concept permits the proper interpretation of the stamps with the
"PRUJEZD" overprint, and their usage on entires of December 21, 1918, the documentation of
which from the standpoint of postal regulations valid on that date is very scarce.

Following this brief introduction, one may consider the clearly philatelic aspects of the val-
uation of these stamps and entires; there are many of these, and thorough consideration would
suffice for several lectures. Here I shall deal with only one of the aspects, i.e. the genuineness
of entires with Scout Stamps.

Expertizing of entires with Scout stamps does not differ basically from the expertizing of
entires in general, though it has one prominent feature: a major role is played by the influence

6
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of non-postal circumstances and possible circumstances during the period of their origin. I am
particularly thinking of local circumstances, both historic and technical. Hence, in expertizing
entires with Scout Stamps, one must subject the items to the following:

a. Genuineness of stamps (in some cases overprinted) and determine whether they are of
the first or second issue.

b. Genuineness of the marking "POSTA SKAUTU" ("N.V.") as well as "DOPIS OD
SKAUTA"

¢. Location of expert markings in ilems previously expertized.

d. Location of cancels on entires, particularly in relation to the stamps.

e. Relationship between sender and addressee, particularly with respect to the reasonable-

ness of delivery via the courier service.

f. In entires addressed outside the N.V., the true existence of the address and addressee.

g. Validity of the stamps during the given time period and means of payment.

h. Type and means of delivery.

Note the interpretation of results in accordance with the above criteria. In the case of the
first three, the situation is clear, since the originals of the stamps, cancels, as well as expert
marks are available and the characteristics of genuineness are known. Also well known are
characteristics of typical forgeries. Hence, if any of the stamps or markings are judged to be
forged, the entire is also considered to be a forgery. A question arises as to the number of
types of the “POSTA SKAUTU” markings that may be found on genuine entires. Most gen-
uine entires include only two types, though the literature cites three types. The true answer
will only be arrived at through study of a very large quantity of comparable material.

A somewhat different situation exists in the interpretation of the other criteria of genuine-
ness, since in those we must consider current conventions on the basis of which these criteria
must be interpreted. Let us try to formulate these:

1. Location of markings on the entires.

I begin with the supposed function of these markings. The circular “POSTA SKAUTU”, by
its function, serves as a postal cancel and hence serves the purpose of devaluating the stamp.

7
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The further circular marking “N.V.” is a marking by the sender, i.e. the Scout Service, at the
point of departure for mail destined for the National Committee, and should be located remote
from the stamp. Finally, the two-line marking “DOPIS OD SKAUTA" was also used for con-
trol purposes in the delivery books of the individual Scouts. One can therefore begin to con-
sider entires to be genuine only if they fully meet the above criteria. However, the absence of
the “N.V.” marking is not to the detriment of entires that have not been sent through the ori-
gin point used for the National Committee mail. Entires not fully meeting these criteria must
be regarded with suspicion as to their origin. Entires with markings of the Presidium of the
Ministerial Council (Prezidium ministerské rady), which are round, and oval markings of the
Czechoslovak National Committee in Prague (Narodni Vybor Ceskoslovensky v Praze) may
be considered to be curiosities with a certain degree of collecting justification, though they
are in no way related to the Scout delivery service. The second marking mentioned is fre-
quently found on forged entriés.

2. Relationship between addressee and sender.

This relationship is derived with considerable difficulty, particularly in view of the private
character of the delivery service and the broad range of the service functions. The private
nature of the services precluded manipulation of the mail sent via the normal postal system. It
is further known that the service centers of the delivery service functioned exclusively within
the framework of activities of the National Committee, starting on October 28, 1918 and
within the framework of the Ministry of the Interior from November 16 to November 25,
1918. The delivery service was intended for the exclusive use of these institutions. Hence,
those entires may be considered to be genuine in which the relationship between the N.V.

8
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(National Committee) and sender, or between the sender and N.V. is provable, since only
under those circumstances was there a realistic need for delivery by this means rather than
delivery by the normal postal service. This also applies to correspondence among functionar-
ies of the Scout movement, whose names are well known. This must be carefully considered
in the instance of entires bearing the Scout stamps in correspondence between private per-
sons.

3. Entires sent by the National Committee

A favorite means of fabricating, i.e. forging entires bearing the Scout stamps is by later
adding fictitious addresses of supposed recipients. Hence the true existence of addresses must
be verified. Entires that fail this test can not be considered genuine even if they bear genuine
stamps and genuine markings, since they do not fulfill the purpose of their existence - i.e. to
have been delivered by the Scout service.. One is also reminded that authentic letters sent via
the N.V. dispatch station would bear the round marking “N.V.”.

4. Validity of the stamps and means of payment

The period of validity of the stamps and means of payment were given in internal instruc-
tions by the organizers of the delivery service of the Czech Scouts. From these it is apparent
that the stamps could be used in the period from November 7 to November 25, 1918. This
applied to postcards and printed matter in the amount of 10h, and from letters and telegrams
in the amount of 20h. This fact was often taken lightly or entirely neglected, since it was
pointed out that the amount of franking was meaningless, because the service was paid for by
the National Committee in bulk. This claim, however, is in dispute, since no valid proof
exists and the fact whether or not the National Committee paid in bulk has little to do with the
matter. If the entire matter of the delivery service were merely a “game of post office” (as
some claim that it was), then only would the strict adherence to established rates be unimpor-
tant. However, under the circumstances, the period of validity and rate structure must be con-
sidered strictly in the evaluation of authenticity in entires. It should be distinguished from
those which may nevertheless remain collectible items, but must be considered as having

9
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originated at a different time period or were not (or could not) have been regularly delivered.

5. Type and means of delivery

This is one of the helpful criteria for evaluation of authenticity, particularly since in recent
years entires appeared with Scout stamps on items on which they simply could not have been
used (such as on newspapers). It must therefore be emphasized that Scout stamps were exclu-
sively intended for use on letters, printed matter, postcards and telegrams.

The question will certainly be raised as to proof of the foregoing statement, since this has a

10
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critical effect on the authenticity of some presently recognized entires which the statement
could place in doubt, (as well as on numerous other entires which are currently not recog-
nized but could gain recognition). Proof of the statement is contained in all of the available
literature on the subject. However the proof relied on are the actual Service Regulations for
the Czech Scouts for delivery of letters and other mail, from which we can excerpt a number
of truths that are sometimes neglected.

In the context of the definition of agreements between the Scouts and the National
Committee, we are concerned with a document which has little legal significance, since one
of the signatories, 2 member of the National Committee, was not empowered and therefore
could not negotiate for the National Committee. Moreover, the oval marking of the National
Committee appears on all documents as a representative marking used in conjunction with
instructions for archiving or discarding of documents. In any event, we are not dealing with a
marking having any relation with the delivery of mail. Nevertheless, this agreement between
Scouts and the National Committee has value for the information it contains, since it names
the individuals who had part in the organization of the Scout delivery service. The document
contains means of transportation of mail, as well as genuine copies of the markings used dur-
ing the period of the Scout delivery service. In the light of this document and with respect to
the interpretation of the individual criteria, I find it useful to classify the genuineness of
entires with Scout stamps as follows:

1. Authentic entires, genuine, without exception, conforming to all the listed criteria.
(Figure 2)

2. Genuine entires, which, besides the genuineness of the stamps and markings, fulfill most
of the criteria. Some of the characteristics can not be explained in the context of the then
existing circumstances. Such entires may have been fabricated at a later date, for private pur-
poses, and the facts of the circumstances are doubtful as to whether they existed or could have
existed. (Figure 3)

3. So-called “mache” (fabrications), i.e. entires which are made using genuine stamps and
markings, but are intended to defraud the collector by pretending facts which did not or could
not have existed. Typical examples include letters and covers marked National Committee,
(Narodni vydor), Public House (Obecni dum), with oval markings canceling the stamps.
(Figure 4)

4. Forgeries, i.e. entires which are completely or partially forged, i.e. include forged
stamps, markings, expert marks and other examples of later manipulation such as extending
the postmark onto the cover, etc. (Figures 5a and 5b)

It is apparent that the above presentation will for some time remain the subject of discus-
sion, particularly in the light of the present existence of sharply differing views between those
accepting and those rejecting this philatelic subject. I believe, however, that I have offered a
reasonable compromise and that the collecting public will agree, after some corrections, on
this means of judging entires, at least for the present.
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CZECH SCOUT MAIL

By Ivo Kvasnicka
Translated By J. J. Verner

(The editor of the AMERICAN
PHILATELIST called Ivo Kvasnickad's
original monograph on the “Czech Scout
Official Mail one of the most thorough
presentations to be published under one
cover on the subject of this unusual mail
service.” Originally published in the
January 1969 issue of the AMERICAN
PHILATELIST and reprinted serially in the
CZECHOSLOVAK SPECIALIST in the
April through November issues of the same
year, this article has remained the most
important reference work for collectors of
both Czechoslovakia and Scout mail. Afler
more than 25 years, Ivo Kvasnicka adds
details to his seminal work. The following
article is based on a richly illustrated talk
he gave at a joint meeting of the S.C.P. and
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surrounding  the
origins and r
functioning of the
Scout official mail
delivery system during
the end of October
and in November
of 1918.

Figure 1 shows

the well known

features (in 1919)

of the founder of touslhlid a poradek.

the Boy Scout
movement in
Czech Lands, Pro- -3
fessor A.B. Svojsik.
His face is pro-
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bably known to the .

reader from the
stamp that was
issued in 1991 by
the former Czechoslovak
Republic on the occasion of the
115th anniversary of Professor
Svojsik’s birth and the 80th
anniversary of the Boy Scout
movement in Czech Lands.
Figure 2 illustrates the manner
in which Boy Scouts took an
oath of allegiance before the
Olympic flag of Czechs - they
had no national flag at the time
- before becoming official help-
ers to, and messengers for, the
Prague National Council. For
those youngsters, it was not
only a pleasure, but a great
honor to serve the National
Council.

Figure 3 shows the official
scout identification card. It
reads: “Boy Scont Citizen (the
Scout's name) is empowered to
maintain peace and order in the
name of the National Council,”
and is signed by the Scout at
lower left and by Professor
Svojsik on the right. Figure 4
shows how the Boy Scouts in
this appeared. The picture was
taken October 28, 1918, the first
day of their service with the
National Council. The uniform
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and identification
card were the
only verification
of their official
status wused In
contacts with
members of the
government, the
National Council,
and Parliament.
At that time, the
Prague National
Council actually
was the provi-
sional government
and also the
institution which
took over govern-
mental functions
after the end of
World War 1. We
Czechs call it a
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revolution, as it
was also the
result of a long
struggle for national
freedom. Actually, the
National Council took over
governmental power
without blood-shed. So it,
too, was a kind of “Velvet
Revolution.”

Only a few pictures of
Mr. Réssler-Ofovsky, the
President of the Boy Scouts
at the time, exist. One of
the most famous is in
Figure 5, where he is
shown with his nephew,
Alba, in scout uniforms,
Actually, Professor Svojsik
was the Chief Scout, and
Mr. Otfovsky, who was
older than Svojsik, was
president of the Scout
organization. He was a
very clever and intelligent
man. In addition to being
actively involved with the
Boy Scout movement, he
organized Czech Olympic
teams for the Olympic
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Games, and
was also a
member of
the first
Prague
National
Council to
put together
a Boy Scout
service for
the needs of
the National
Council. It
is not known
if he knew
about the
story of
what hap- .
pened at Fig. 7

Mafeking in

the Cape of Good Hope during the Second Anglo-Boer War. But he did almost the same
thing that Sir Baden-Powell did at Mafeking in 1900. He ordered issuance of two Scout
stamps (Fig. 6), both of them nationalistic in character. The 10 heller is in blue and the
20 heller is in red; both colors are usual on Slavic flags. The center of both stamps is
a Czech double-tailed lion. Leaves of the Linden tree, The Czech national tree, appear
above and below the value tablets. The text is obvious: “Mail of the Czech Scouts in the
service of the National Government.”

Mr. Ofovsky also did one thing that preserved a lot of envelopes and covers. He
used the envelope as a receipt, instead of receipt books. Actually, receipt books may
have existed; I do not know for certain for I have never seen any. It should be noted
that the official regulations establishing the Scout Mail do make reference to receipt
books. But the envelope obviously did serve as a normal receipt, and Scouts were
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instructed to have the recipient sign it and they countersigned. The scouts then
returned almost all the envelopes and other items to the Postal Agency of the Scouts at
the National Committee. The Scouts were, at times, quite insistent that they retain the
cover when mail was delivered to the addressee. One can see hand drawn colorec postal
cards, probably contemporary, such as in Figure 7, illustrating this. The recipient is
lying on the floor, blood drips from his nose after a fight over the envelope, and the Boy
Scout is running off with the envelope in his hand. So, thanks to the way Mr. Rissler-
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Otovsky organized delivery of official mail by the Scouts, many more covers are extant
today than would have been otherwise,

I hasten to add that Mr. Réssler-Ofovsky was not himself a philatelist. It is true
he was involved with other “private issues” such as the First and Second so-called
Prague Revolutionary overprints and the Siberian Lion stamps. It is known he did not
make much money from the Scout issues or his other philatelic activities.

There are some interesting points regarding the National Council and, as I call it,
its Postal Agency. The information was obtained from Cesky Filatelista (Czech
Philatelist) of November 15, 1018, that is, during the actual functioning of the Scout
Mail. The second primary source is the same magazine’s December 15, 1918 issue - only
14 days after the Boy Scout post ceased. From these contemporary sources, we see
service of the Scouts beginning on October 28 in the evening. At that time the National
Council as well as the Scouts’ office, or Postal Agency, was located in Harrach Palace

Fig. 12

on Jindfisskd Street. On November 10, the entire administration moved to the Cadet
Academy. On November 13, the National Council and the Scouts moved to the Czech
Parliament which became their permanent home. The date of November 16 is very
important because the second office was opened in the former governor’s office in
Prague’s HradCany Castle. The entire Scout mail operation ended on November 25, in
the evening. A summary of this time line would look like this:
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START October 28(evening) Harrach Palace
November 10 Cadet .Acndemy
November 13 Parlinlmeut
November 16 The s;cond Scout Post

office opens in the former
governor’s palace
l
STOP November 25(evening)  Scout Mail ends

It is important to note that an additional one or two, perhaps all three, cancelers
might have been prepared for the second Scout poest office. You can actually find two
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Fig. 13

different “Po&ta skauti”cancellations on your envelopes or other Scout items. I cannot
say for certain that all the Scout cancels exist in two examples, but it is certain that,
“Posta skautl” cancels or hand stamps do exist. The left cancel in Figure 8 has no
notches on bottom or on top. The cancel on right has notches both at the bottom and
a somewhat longer and shallower one on top. I think this one was-used from the
beginning and the second one, without notches, was used in the second Scout office.
There are slight differences between them, in addition to the notches. The distance
between “Praha” and “1918" in the two cancels is different. From the bottom of “A” in
“Po¥ta” to the top, the second number “1" in “1918" measures 11.5 mm in the left cancel
and in the right one, 12mm. The difference of 0.5mm is hard to recognize with the
naked eye, but if the cancels are enlarged, one can see a significant difference when they
are overlaid, e.g. with the help of tra: sparencies. Forged cancels or hand stamps can
also be identified in this manner. The fficial regulations for Boy Scout Mail appear as
Figure 9. Both hand stamps are shown on this document: The unnotched cancel is at
center of the document on the documen : on the left side of the page immediately under
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the date; the one with

notches cancels the two
Q / stamps.
% I7)A The two Scouts

stamps were relief
5?‘ printed and the edges
e ’ “wo3s »

7 b - o were died-out

¢ ﬂﬂ g) . approximating a 12%
perforation. Since only

S one die tool was prepared
T £ for each value, no design
. 4‘ F variations are possible.
Ty \/7 . However, quite a few

s

g production flaws exist.
Vit Unevenly died-out
stamps were caused
when uneven pressure
was applied. Too little
Fig. 16 pressure resulted in

almost no relief and/or

incomplete “die-out” of

the stamps. Too much pressure, on the other hand, resulted in very deep relief or even
a punch-through of part of the design. Figure 6, shows both values in the incomplete

oy &

die variation. Note the 20 heller stamps have a color frame around them (shown here
in black) while the 10 heller stamps have none.Additional printing imperfections include
double paper, paper folded during printing and then straightened out, negative pexfor-
ations, and offset printing. Albino stamps are found, but rarely, while stamps with
unevenly applied ink or heavy inking are relatively frequent.
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More frequently one can find letters or documents delivered only by Scout mail
between members of the Prague National Council, members of Parliament, important
institutions and persons. Letters or cards between the headquarters of the Scouts and
certain officials, institutions or even private persons or between Scout units are relatively
common. The letter in Figure 15 was sent to Mr. Leseticky who was the director of the
Vinohrady Post Office, the second largest in Prague at that time. In the new Republic,
Mr. Leteticky became a consultant to the Czechoslovak government on stamps and postal
markings it bears. Letters like this one, but without regular postal markings, can be
questionable. While everything on them - stamps, cancels, markings - may be genuine,
it is hard to say with certainty if they had been delivered by Boy Scouts or made up
after the event. (Of course, manufactured covers with non-existent addressees are quite
easy to identify for what they are). The same is true of the controversial elliptically
shaped cancel which served officials in the National Council Building. Some covers exist
with only the elliptical cancel on the Scout stamps which I think were really delivered
by Scouts (Figure 16), especially if they were sent between officials of the National
Council and Scout leaders,

The concelers, documentation on the Scout Mail and all other material concerning
the National Council were deposited in Prague’s City Hall, which contained the archives
of the Prague National Council. This fact is attested to in Mr. Ofovsky's personal papers
as shown in Figure 17. The text of this entry reads: “Delivery stamps (official) of the
National Council ( the government at that time), the so-called Scout stamps, were relief
printed in color. Both metal die tools are in the archives of the National Council and
are de-faced (as are those of the I and II Revolutionary issue) Postal cancels “N.V.” for
these delivery stamps are also in the “N.V.” archives.”

Prague’s City Hall was intentionally destroyed at the end of World War II, on May
8, 1945 by Nazi tanks. However, nobody knows if the Scout items were destroyed then
or earlier by the Nazis, who did not like the Scout Movement because of the ideas it
espoused. The loss of these archives deprives us of primary source material on Scout
Mail. The consequence of this is that many troubling questions remain; their answers
will continue to be the subject of research in secondary sources, as well as conjecture and
speculation.
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POSTAL CARDS OF THE CZECH SCOUT POST

TO PRIVATE PERSONS
by Frederick P. Lawrence, Ph.D.

[Ed. Note: The SPECIALIST is pleased to reprint the following article from the
SOSSIJournal, July/August 1998, with the permission of the editor and the author.]

In addition to the 10h and 20h stamps for letters carried by Scouts of the Czech
Scout Official Mail Delivery Service of 1918, postal cards with the embossed
indicium of the 10h stamp were issued for internal use with the Scout Post
organization by the adult leaders who directed the message service. Only 1,000
cards were printed and the unused remainder was destroyed. Estimates are that
only a couple hundred cards were actually used or retained by collectors in mint
condition. It is believed that not more than several dozen postal cards, mint or used,
have survived today. Of these, legitimately used cards are much scarcer than mint
cards.

Although the principal purpose of the postal cards was the transmission of
internal messages within the Scout Post organization, a very small number of the
cards were sent by the adult leaders to private persons. One of these private persons
was Dr. Karel Rix, a lawyer, whose offices were located on Jindridska Street in

Fig. 1

22
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Prague. Dr. Rix was personally acquainted with Joseph Roessler-Orovsky, the
President of the Czech Scout Association and the organizer of the Scout Post, since
he handled legal matters for Milde and Roessler, the business partnership which
involved the Roessler family. Additionally, Dr. Rix was an active philatelist, who
formed the premiere collection of postal stationery of the Czech Forerunners and
Czech First Republic periods. Along with Roessler-Orovsky, he was a member of the
Prague Yacht Club, a social organization where Prague’s well-to-do collectors often
gathered.
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The postal card and its reverse in Figures 1 & 2 was sent to Dr. Rix on
November 20, 1918 by Roessler-Orovsky. It was carried by Scout Boehm. Since the
recipient retained the card, he would have signed for it in the Scout’s receipt
notebook. The message, handwritten side by Roessler-Orovsky, reads: “Letter card
received. I will send the pertinent documents. Patience!” Under the signature there
is a partial strike in red ink of the scarce rectangular “Presidium of the Czech
Scouts” hand stamp. This card was formerly in the international Grand Prix exhibit
of Czechoslovakia formed by Fred W. Hefer of Germany. When this exhibit was
broken up in 1990, the card was acquired by a Scouts collector.

Figures 3 & 4 illustrate a second postal card and its reverse sent to Dr. Rix by
Roessler-Orovsky on November 25, 1918, the last day of regular operatlon of the
Scout Post. It was carried by Scout Podobsky. (Scout Podobsky’s name is misspelled
“Podofsky” in the list of Scouts compiled by Lester A. Behnke and Dr. George V.
Holland.) The message reads; “[from] Palace of the ministry of Internal Affairs. This
evening ends for the present our postal service (rapid personal delivery with special
delivery Scout stamps) and Scouting altogether depending on the future”. This card
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was formerly ir the Czechoslovakia Forerunners collection formed by the late
Alexander Page, FRPSL, the well known British philatelic writer who passed away
last December. As w- reported previously, the card was acquired by a Scouts
collector when his stamp collections were sold by his estate through Phillips
International Auctioneers and Valuers in Londor on March 26, 1998.
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TELEGRAMS OF THE CZECH SCOUT POST

WITH 10H MASARYK OVERPRINTS
by Frederick P. Lawrence, Ph.D., FRPSL

The Czech Scout Post was reactivated for one day on December 21, 1918 to
support the arrival of President Thomas G. Masaryk in Prague. Six hundred copies
of the 10h blue Scout Post stamps were overprinted “Pfijezd Presidenta Masaryka”
(Arrival of President Masaryk) in red, and 1,000 copies of the 20h red were
overprinted in black by the Knapp Printing Plant in the Karlin district of Prague for
use only on that day. Unused remainders were promptly destroyed, and it is
estimated that only a small number of each value of these overprints have survived.

While the majority of the used overprints which are still on paper are on covers
or on piece, a few are also found on the postal card of the Scout post and on
telegrams. Jan Dvorak and Lester A. Behnke compiled a survey of the telegrams
with Masaryk overprints which were known to them. They reported one telegram
with a 10h Masaryk overprint, and five telegrams with 20h Masaryk overprints, all
of which they illustrated (SPECIALIST, November 1978 and June 1979). In his talk
on the Scout Post at the Society’s 1990 annual meeting at BALPEX, Ing. Pavel
Pittermann reported two additional telegrams with 20h Masaryk overprints.

On December 20, 1918 President Masaryk boarded a special train near the
Czech border. The train reached Prague the next day in the early afterncon. The
eight reported telegrams with Masaryk overprints were all sent from stops along the
route of the train, either to the National Committee or private parties in Prague. On
December-21, 1918 the telegrams were picked up by Scouts at the telegraph office
at the Wilson Station, carried to the temporary Scout Post Operations Center,
franked with Masaryk overprints, and then delivered by Scouts to their destinations.
These telegrams are summarized in the following table.

Time/Date Sent From Sent By Sent To Franked with
1:10 PM Horni National Committee =~ National Committee 10h Masaryk
Dec 20,1918 Dvoiité in Ceské Budéjovice in Prague overprint
Duplicate ee- e - 20h Masaryk
of above overprint
1:15 PM Ceské Dr. Zahradnik Editor's Office, Venkov 20h Masaryk
Dec 20,1918  Budéjovice  Minister of Railways (newspaper in Prague) overprint
3:10 PM Ceské Jan Masaryk Charlota Masaryk 20h Masaryk
Dec 20,1918  Budéjovice  (son of T.G. Masaryk)  (wife of T.G. Masaryk) overprint
4:13 PM Ceské Svoboda National Committee 20h Masaryk
Dec 20,1918  Budéjovice __in Prague overprint
8:10 PM Ceské Hajek National News 20h Masaryk
Dec 21,1918  Budéjovice (newspaper in Prague) overprint
10:15 AM Ceské National Committee National Committee 20h Masaryk
Dec 21,1918  Budéjovice _ in Ceské Budéjovice in Prague overprint
11:456 AM Ceské Dr. Zahradnik Presidium of National 20h Masaryk
Dec 21,1918  Budéjovice  Minister of Railways Committee in Prague overprint
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Fig. 1

The Scout Post stamps were used for accounting within the operation of the
Scout Post. This accounting was necessary because the Scout Post was paid a lump
sum for their services from a special National Committee fund. The 20h stamps
were used for the delivery of letters and telegrams. Hence, it is unusual when a
telegram is found which is franked with a single 10h stamp.

The telegram sent on December 20, 1918 from the railway station at Horni
Dvoristé by the National Committee in Ceske Budéjovice to the National Committee
in Prague and franked with a single 10h Masaryk overprint (first telegram in the
table) is shown in Figure 1. It was previously discussed by Dvorak and Behnke
(SPECIALIST, June 1979, p.102). This telegram is presently in the international
large gold medal exhibit of Czechoslovakia formed by a collector in the Czech
Republic.

A second, previously unreported telegram franked with a single 10h Masaryk
overprint, is shown in Figure 2. It was recently sold by private treaty through the
Prague dealer, Jifi Majer. Joseph Roessler-Orovsky, who was President of the Czech
Scout Association and who organized and directed the Scout Post, was at the
telegraph office at the Wilson Station on the morning of December 21, 1918, when
the telegram sent at 10:15 AM by the National Committee in Ceské Budgjovice to
the National Committee in Prague arrived (seventh telegram in the table).
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At 10:20 AM he hand-wrote an urgent message to Scout Leader Jelen on an
official telegram form from the former telegraph service of the Austrian state
railways. He lined through the German text on the form which referred to the
Austrian state railways and replaced it with “Wils.[onovo] nadr.[azi]” (Wilson
Station), and he replaced the German “Dienst” (official) with “SluZebni” to indicate
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that the message was an official communication of the newly formed government of
Czechoslovakia. The message to Jelen reads:

“The President will arrive precisely at 1:15. Scouts will fall in for the celebration of
the arrival and will participate in the parade. Orovsky.”

Roessler-Ofovsky handed the message to a Scout, who carried it to the
temporary Scout Post Operations Center, where it was franked with a single 10h
Masaryk overprint. From there, the message was carried to Jelen by a Scout. The
two-line handstamp “Dopis od skauta ... Pfevzal ...” (Letter from Scout ... Accepted
by ...), which was usually applied to letters, postal cards and telegrams delivered by
the Scout Post, was not applied to the message, so the name(s) of the Scout(s) who
carried it weren't recorded.

The telegram possesses a 1979 photo attest from Bundesprufer Max Mahr and
a 1999 color photo certificate from Ing. Jan Karasek, and is signed by both of these
experts. It is presently in the international gold medal exhibit of the early issues of
Scouting on stamps formed by a Scouts collector.

To date, only two telegrams with 10h Masaryk overprints have been reported.
These telegrams are important historical documents from the formation of
Czechoslovakia and world-class rarities of Czechoslovak philately.

LI
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CZECH SCOUT POST COVERS FROM THE

PRESIDIUM OF TEE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS
by Frederii:k P. Lawrence, Ph.D.

[Ed. Note: This article originally app zared in the September/October 1998 issue of the
SOSSIJournal. It is reprinted here 1.ith the perinizsion of the editor and the author.]

The Czech Scout Post was reativated for one day only on December 21, 1918,
t support the arrival in Prague of Jun Masaryk, the President of the newly formed
Republie of Czechoslovakia. The tw> Scout Post stamps -- 10h blue and 20h red --
were overprinted “Piijezd Presidents Masaryka” (Arrival of President Masaryk) for
use ox that day. Although it is not known definitely, it has been estimated that
approximately 600 of the 10h starmap and 1,000 of the 20h stamp were overprinted
by the Knapp printing plant in Prigue. The remainder of the overprints was
destroved shortly after December 21, bus the numbers destroyed are not known.
(Dvobak and Behnke)

“Arrival of President Masaryk” vverprints are qulite scarce on cover, and when
they appear, infrequently, are usually auction-priced. All genuinely delivered covers
franked with the overprints were canceied with the round “POSTA SKAUTA - Praha
1918 and have the two-line dehvervl*ecmp\. handstamp “Dopis od skauta. . . pfevzal

" in black. The only exception was letters sent from the Presidium of the Council
of Mmmtaers, which were canceled with a vound unofficial (non-postal) marking
“PRESIDIUM MINISTERSKE RADY - REPUBLIKA CESKOSLOVENSKA”
(Presidium of the Council of Ministers of the Czechoslovak Republic) in violet-purple
{Fig. 1). (1. Kvasnicka)

Since the “POSTA SKAUTU .. .” and “Dopis
..." handstamps of the Scout Post were not at the
Presidium on December 21, 1918, they do not appear
on “Presidium . . .” covers. If the addressee was
recognized by the Scout who delivered the letter, he
was not required to sign for it; otherwise, he signed
for it in the Scout's receipt book.

“Presidium . . .” covers are extremely scarce --
so scarce that none is illustrated in the three
landmark articles which deal with the “Arrival . . "
overprints: Ivo Kvasni¢ka's “The Czech Scout
Official Mail Delivery Service of 1918” (reprinted in
the SPECIALIST serially Apr-Nov 1969) and “Czech
Scout Mail” (reprinted in the SPECIALIST,
May/June 1996), and Jan Dvofik and Lester Behnke’s “Czech Scout Stamps: The
Masaryk Overprints” (reprinted in the SPECIALIST, Nov 1978, Jun 1979). We are
pleased to ill‘ustrahe for readers . . . not one, but two of the extremely scarce
“Presidium . . .” covers of the Czech Scoui Post.

Byek covers are on envelopes with the printed corner card of the Presidium,
franked with the 20h overprinted stamp, canceled by the round unofficial (non-
postal) “PRESIDIUM . . .” marking (Fig. 1), and addressed to Lieutenant Colonel
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Fig. 2
Liska, Foreigner’s Otftfice, Laran ralace. Both covers were dispatched at 8:30 a.m.
on the morning of December 21, 1918, but by different members of the Presidium
staff. The cover in Figure 2 (3-line address, without name of Laran Palace) appears
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in Padélky Ceskoslovenskych Postovnich Zndmek 1918-1939 (Forgeries of
Czechoslovak Postage Stamps 1918-1939) by Ing. Jan Karasek, Zdenék Kvasnicka,
and Bratislav Paulié¢ek, with Jan Mrnak (philatelic expert), published by POFIS in
Prague, 1963 (p.363). At the time this book was published, the cover was in the
collection of Zdenék Kvasnic¢ka. The cover in Figure 3 (4-line address, with Laran
Palace named in last line) was sold in the Majer & Thraumb Auction on September
11, 1998, in Prague, held in conjunction with international exhibition PRAGA 98.
It realized 120,000 Kés + 10% commission (about US$4,400) and was acquired by a
Scouts collector. Adjacent to the stamp are the marks of the experts Leseticky (in
red), Mrnak (in shiny black) and Karasek (in flat black); the cover is also
accompanied by a 1998 photo-certificate from Ing. Jan Karasek.

HOR OE OB X
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CZECH SCOUT POST

10h TRANSITIONAL MASARYK OVERPRINTS
by Frederick P. Lawrence, Ph.D., FRPSL

The Czech Scout Post was reactivated for one day on December 21, 1918 to
support the arrival of President Thomas G. Masaryk in Prague. Six hundred copies
of the 10h blue Scout Post stamps were overprinted “Prijezd presidenta Masaryka”
(Arrival of President Masaryk) in brick red,
and 1,000 copies of the 20h red were
overprinted in dull black, by the Knapp
Printing Plant in the Karlin district of
Prague for use only on that day (Fig. 1la &
1b). Unused remainders were promptly
destroyed, and it is estimated that onlv a
small number of each value of these
overprints have survived.

One of the rarities of the Czech Scout :
Fig. 1a: Post is the 10h blue stamp overprinted in Fig. 1b: 20h re¢ stamp
10h blue stamp .. with tinges of black on top of the red.. overprinted in black
OverpRinted in:fad Such stamps were first discussed and
illustrated in the November 1978 issue of The Czechoslovak Specialist in “Czech
Scout Stamps -- The Masaryk Overprints” by Jan Dvorak and the late Lester A.
Behnke (page 146 and Figure 2), which was reprinted from the October 1975 issue
of the journal of the Society of Philatelic Americans. At that time the authors stated:
“Evidently the black overprint was first applied to the 20h red stamp.
Later, the same printing plate was inked with red for the printing of the 10h
blue stamp without removing all of the black ink. This produced a few 10h

YRR ANEACK T
KARGORIoNL fe 7.4

stamps with the overprint showing a red color tinged with black . ... Only
a few of these exist, but they do appear occasionally in international
exhibitions.”

One of these 10h transitional Masaryk overprints was
ey m§ offered in the Majer & Thraumb auction conducted on
| & Crsvven 3 ‘d March 5, 2000 in Brno, Czech Republic, in conjunction with
m : ;;” Byt 9 the FEPA-sanctioned regional philatelic exhibition BRNO
: = ¥ 2000 (Fig. 2a). At first glance, the overprint on this stamp
appears to be in black ink with traces of red ink bleeding
out from under the overprint letters and forming thin red
outlines around these black letters. The auction catalog
description “. . . 10h blue, black overprint . . . under the
black overprint are traces of red” reflects the appearance of
y the overprint. Because of the large amount of black ink still
Fig. 2a: 10h blue stamp remaining on the printing plate when it was inked with red
overprinted in red heavily ¢ gverprint this stamp, the overprint deceptively gives the
tinged with biack appearance that it is black tinged with red, when it is in fact
red heavily tinged with black. The high pressure under
which the printing plate was pressed against the stamp caused some of the red ink
to slide off the residual black ink, bleed out from under the overprint letters, and
form thin red outlines around these black letters.
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There is an offset (set-off) of the overprint in red on
the reverse of this stamp (Fig. 2b). This offset resulted
from the stamp’s having been placed on top of another
stamp with a red overprint before the ink of that overprint
had completely dried. The red offset is only slightly
tinged with black. So, the other stamp must have been
produced later, after the residual black ink on the printing
plate had almost completely worn off. The stamp is also
signed on the reverse by the Czech philatelic experts
Gilbert and Mrnak.

It is not known exactly how many 10h transitional
Masaryk overprints exist, though the number is probably Frig 2b- Overprint offset in rad
quite small. The Majer & Thraumb auction catalog slightly tinged with black
states, “This stamp was exhibited only once, at PRAGA
1968 . . .. Unique item, Outstanding quality, an exceptional opportunity”. The
stamp had a reserve of 1,700,000 Czech krouns (about US $46,000), drew no bids,
and went unsold. After the auction, the stamp was purchased for an undisclosed
amount by a Scouts collector.

GO
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6. On May 2, 2012, the Ministry issued a 21 K¢ commemorative stamp celebrating

the 100th Anmversary of the Foundation of the Czech Scout Movement (Fig. 13).
The stamp shows boy scouts looking at the scout
emblem and the scout camp located in the forest.
The year 1911, in which a Czech high school PE
teacher Antonin FrantiSek Svojsik (also known as
Antonin Benjamin Svojsik, or simply as A.B.S.), in-
spired by a visit to England, set up the first Czech
Scout group, is considered to be the year of origin of
Czech scouting. Svojsik’s book Zdklady Jundctvi
(The Foundations of Scouting), which reflected his
idea of Czech Scouting based on Baden-Powell’s
Scouting for Boys, and a first Scout camp organized
by Svojsik at the gamekeeper’s lodge Vorlovna below
Lipnice castle, followed in 1912.
Unlike Baden-Powell, Svojsik did not rely on his own knowl-
edge only but asked thirty experts in relevant disciplines to
help him write his book; the result is a compilation of papers
on different, theoretical as well as practical, aspects of Scout-
ing. Following his failure to foster Scout ideas and methods
in the Sokol (Falcon) movement Svojsik established Jundk-
Cesky Skaut as an independent organization in 1914. The
Scout movement enjoyed a high degree of respect in 1918-38
Czechoslovakia, with numerous former members of Czech
Scout groups --1i.e., President Edvard Benes, poet Jifi Wolker,
physician Josef Charvat, traveller FrantiSek A. Elsner (the _
first Czech Scout attending the International Scout Summer Fig. 14

Fig. 13
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Camp in Gilwell, England), member of the international resistance movement and
one of Heydrich’s assassins Jan Kubi§, Alois Rasin, and Prokop Drtina -- later
becoming important people. The stamp was designed by Marko Cermak, engraved
by Milo§ Ondradek, and produced by the Post Printing House in Prague by multi-
colored offset in printing sheets of 35 pieces. A FDC in gray depicts Scouts kindling
a camp fire (Fig. 14).
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UPDATES TO THE CLASSICS CORNER

by Frederick P. Lawrence, Ph.D., FRPSL, DP-1, HD
No. 106 in the Series

The Classics Corner appeared in the SOSSI Journal in 100 columns and an
epilogue from October 1994 through November/December 2012. Since then, there
has been further research into, and new discoveries about, both the “classics” and
modern issues of Scouting on stamps. Updates will report on recent developments.

100tk Anniversary of the 1918 Czech Scout Post

This year marks the 100th anniversary of the 1918 Czechoslovak Scout Official
Mail Delivery Service (Czech Scout Post), which operated unofficially from October
28, 1918, and officially from November 7, 1918, through November 25, 1918 — in
the service of the Czechoslovak National Committee of Liberation (National
Council), the provisional government in Prague following the collapse of the

Fig. 1. February 23, 1919 Czech single weight registered express lettercard
at the 105h rate (courtesy J.J. Verner).

Austro-Hungarian Empire at the end of World War I- and which was reactivated
for one day only on December 21, 1918 to support the arrival of President Thomas G.
Masaryk. Readers should consult Kvasnickat2for background of the Czech Scout Post,
Pittermann3 for classification of entires (covers, postal cards, and telegrams), and

(Continued on Page 22)
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UPDATES TO THE CLASSICS CORNER
(Continued from Page 19)

columns in The Classics Corner for additional information4. In commemoration of

the 100th anniversary of the Czech Scout Post, throughout this year Updates will
report on recent research and developments.

Part 1: Registered Express Combination
Austria/Czech-Scout Post Covers

Among covers of the Czech Scout Post, the most desirable are combination
Austria/Czech-Scout Post covers, of which the scarcest are registered express
combination covers, with only a few having been reported. Following the collapse
of the Austro-Hungarian Empire at the end of World War I, the Austrian post office
maintained services in the territory which became the new country of Czechoslova-

kia on October 28, 19185 until the Czechoslovak Ministry of Post and Telegraph

Offices was established on November 13, 19186. During the first Czech postal rate
period (October 28, 1918 — May 19, 1919), the rates followed those of the Austrian
rate period which began on September 1, 1918: single weight letter or lettercard
(up to 20 grams) local or inland — 20 heller (h), registration — 25h, and express
(special delivery) — 60h7.8. Thus, the rate for a single weight registered express
letter or lettercard was 105h (Fig. 1).

On November 9, 1918, Prague stationer and stamp dealer Antonin Cern}’f sent a
registered express letter to Josef Roessler-Orovsky, President of the Czech Scout
Association and organizer of the Scout Post, at the family pharmaceutical supply
business on Stepénské Street in Prague (Fig 2a). On November 10, a 20h Scout
Post stamp was applied to the cover at the Scout Post Operations Center, then at
the Cadet Academy, and tied with an “N.V.” handstamp. However, Roessler-
Orovsky was not at the family pharmaceutical supply business: rather, he was
participating in National Council affairs at the Deymutv Palace (Fig. 3). The cover
was carried to the palace by Scout Salda, and signed for there by Roessler-Orovsky
(“10/11 Ry”). A private poster label was applied to the back of the cover by the
sender as advertising (Fig. 2b). This
cover is a Pittermann Category 1
entire: genuine and authentics.

This writer has collected, studied
and researched the Scout Post since
1960, during which time we have
seen only two registered express com- |
bination Austria/Czech-Scout Post |}
covers: a cut-down (trimmed) enve-|'
lope with the stamps on the back,|¥
once offered by our late SOSSI mem-
ber and stamp dealer Barry Mann,
and the cover discussed and illustrat-
ed here. This reflects that among
covers of the Czech Scout Post, the

Fig. 3. Deymuv Palace in Prague (courtesy Wikipedia *
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Fig. 2a. November 9, 1918 registered express combination Austria/ Czech-Scout Post
cover to Josef Roessler-Ofovsky (courtesy Milan Cernik).
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Fig. 2b. Private poster label of Prague stationer and stamp dealer Antonin Cerny
on back of cover (courtesy Milan Cernik).
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scarcest are registered express combination Austria/Czech-Scout Post covers, and
helps to explain how the cover discussed and illustrated here was sold for
US$3,400 (about €2,825) in Milan Cernik’s 46th Postal History Auction in March
2017.
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SPRING 2018
UPDATES TO THE CLASSICS CORNER

by Frederick P. Lawrence, Ph.D., FRPSL, DP-1
No. 107 in the Series

100tk Anniversary of the 1918 Czech Scout Post

Artifacts of the Czech Scout Post- stamps, covers,
telegrams, postal cards, ...- were created for Josef
Roessler-Orovsky, President of the Czech Scout
Association, and his friends, as philatelic souvenirs.
When their existence became known to other stamp
collectors, demand quickly exceeded the supply of
original material (Pittermann category 1), which
resulted in the creation of additional entires (Pittermann
categories 2 & 3), and then non-genuine material
(Pittermann category 4). Parts 2-5 of this 5
commemoration of the 100tk anniversary of the Czech ::::l:{ovenskych
Scout Post will report on non-genuine material. postovnich znamek

Part 2: Fakes, Forgeries, and Facsimiles -
Padélky Forgeries A & B Fig. 1

The first discussion of forged stamps and overprints appeared in Padélky
Ceskoslovenskych postovnich zndmek 1918-1939 (Figure 1)1. (We will refer to this
book as the Padélky).

Figures 2a & 2b show 10h and 20h genuine stamps (Padélky images on the left).
The Padélky describes these as follows:

10h genuine

The cross on the crown is centered in the center.

There is a colored line in the mane.

Beneath the mane the left front leg is lengthened with a line into the body.

The outline of the body of the lion is made with one stroke of the burring

tool.

The hooks

on the

letters S

and C have

a sharp

shape.

6. The letter D
is under the
letter S. The
Letter I is

directly under 2
the space YE SLUZBACH

NARODNI YLADY,

e

o

Y i e a

E.SLUZBACH

NARODMNI VLADY.

between
the letters
U and Z.

N e i

e o o | L g g g

Fig. 2a
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CESKYCH SKAUTU SKAUTU

Fig. 2b

20h genuine

The lion’s tongue is curved towards the top, beneath is a thin parallel line.
The second lock of the lower mane is ended with a short line.

The outline of the left front leg is ended with a small indentation into the body.
The paws have very distinct shaped claws.

Under the knee of the right hind leg there is found a small indentation.
The letters S and C in the words POSTA CESKYCH are true.

The B in the word SLUZBACH has top and lower curves equal in

roundness.

Figures 3a & 3b show 10h and 20h Padélky Forgery A stamps. The Padélky
describes these as follows:

NS ok e
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10h Forgery A

1.

S ok

The middle of the crown of the lion’s head has the same design as
the original 20h stamp.

The colored line in the mane is missing.

The left leg of the lion has only a small line leading into the body.

The line of the outline of the lion’s body is deformed and open in the middle.
The hooks over the letters S and C are smaller than on the genuine.

The letter D is shifted to the left and under the letter S. The letter I is to
the left and under the letter U.

The indentation under the right knee of the hind foot is like the 20h

value and is a little wider. (The genuine 10h does not have this indentation).
The left leg has a small colored dot between the first and second claw.

x POSTA . = . POSTA
CESKYCH SKAUT( CESKYCH SKAUT

¥E SLUZBACH 'VE SLUZBACH
HARODNT YLADY HARODHNI WLADY, :

Fig. 3b

20h Forgery A

Srm =

&

8.

9.

There is a curved beak under the tongue. In the original there is a small line.
Second lock of the lower mane runs out into a long line.

Outline of the left leg has a parallel small curve.

The claws are coarse and uneven.

The indentation is missing under the knee of the right hind leg, which
is characteristic on the genuine.

The letter C in the word CESKYCH is deformed.

The letter S in each case is also different than the genuine in that they
have smaller curves.

The letter B in the word SLUZBACH has the curve running into the
upright stem at an angle.

The line above the left knee on the hind leg ends with a dot.

Figures 4a and 4b show 10h and 20h Padélky Forgery B stamps. The Padélky
describes these as follows:



THE CZECHOSLOVAK SPECIALIST

ey e |
R FOSTA T
CESEYCH S5KAUL

¥E SLUZBACH
DMl VLADY,

Fig. 4a

10h Forgery B

1.

2.
3.
4.

5.
6.

7.
8

The middle of the crown on the lion’s head is the same as in forgery A.
Uneven in shape and having the cross in the middle deformed.

The dot in the mane is missing.

Left leg of the lion has a small line leading into the body.

The line creating the outline of the lion’s body is deformed and broken in
the middle.

The hooks over the letters S and C are smaller than the genuine.

The letter D is to the left and under the letter S. The letter I is to the left
and under the letter U.

The indentation under the right knee of the hind leg is removed.

Left leg has a colored dot between the first and second claw.

20h Forgery B

Svh o=

= POSTA =
CESKYCH SKAUTUL

VE SLUZBACH
NARODNI VLADY

o e e o, o, o iy e R P

VE, SLUZBACH
NARODNI VvLADY

Fig. 4b

The parallel lines are missing under the tongue which curves towards the top.
The ear is connected with the mane. In the genuine, it is independent.
The mane has five principal locks. The genuine has nine.

The distance of the left front paw from the knee of the right leg is much smaller.
The hooks of the letters S, C, Z have the shape of a small curve.

6
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6. The stems of the linden leaves do not come together.
7. The three ornamental lines in the right and left upper sides are different
lengths, while in the original they are the same length.
Endnote

1. Karasek, J., Kvasnicka, Z., Pauliéek, B. : Padélky ceskoslovenskych postovnich zndmek
1918-1939, 1st edition, 1963, pp. 352-364.

[Ed. Note: The Specialist is pleased to reprint this article from Scouts on Stamps

Society International (SOSSI) Journal Mar/Apr 2018 with the permission of the
author and editor].
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UPDATES TO THE CLASSICS CORNER
Nos. 108 & 109 in the series

by Frederick P. Lawrence, Ph.D., FRPSL, DP-1
100th Anniversary of the 1918 Czech Scout Post

Artifacts of the Czech Scout Post- stamps, covers, telegrams, postal cards,
were created for Josef Roessler-Orovsky, President of the Czech Scout Association,
and his friends, as philatelic souvenirs. When their existence became known to
other stamp collectors, demand quickly exceeded the supply of original material
(Pittermann category 1), which resulted in the creation of additional entires
(Pittermann categories 2 & 3), and then nongenuine material (Pittermann
category 4). Parts 3 (update 108) and 4 (update 109) of this commemoration of the
100th anniversary of the
Czech Scout Post continues

our report on nongenuine ) '
material. 2 CES :
Part 3: Fakes, Forgeries 2

and Facsimiles b

Padélky Forgery C, and
Modern Fakes and
Facsimiles

Y

Figure 1 shows the 10h
Padélky Forgery C stamp
(Padélky image on the left)1.
The Padelky describes this
as follows: Figure 1

S ST

L, i

s e N e Ta X q__n»q_-\_-u__ﬂ‘

10h Forgery C
Crown on lion’s head has five ornaments. (The genuine only has three).

The mane is divided with a few coarse strokes and lines.

The three decorative lines in the right and left top corners are uneven in size.
The figures 10 are thicker and closer together.

The stems of the linden leaves are straight down. (The genuine come
together.)

The word NARODNI is shifted to the right noticeably.

An addltlonal characteristic of the 10h Padélky Forgery C stamp is that it is
perforated, rather than being die-cut out (“died out”) as are genuine Scout Post
stamps.

S oo

=]

Modern fakes and facsimiles are produced by offset printing — a commonly
used printing technique in which an inked image is transferred (or “offset”) from a

plate to a rubber blanket, and then to a printing surface, such as paper? - or are
electronically reproduced from genuine stamps — such as by photocopying, or by

8
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YL SLUZBACH
NARODMI - ¥ LADY.

Vi SLYiBACH
WAROONI “NLADY.

Figure 2

Figure 3

scanning and then digital printing using ink (inkjet printers) or toner (laser
printers)s. Figure 2 shows 10h and 20h offset facsimiles, and Figure 3 shows a 10h
offset imperforate facsimile, none of which anyone should mistake for genuine

Scout Post stamps.

Part 4: Fakes, Forgeries, and Facsimiles
“Arrival of President Masaryk” Overprints

Figure 4

The Scout Post was reactivated on December 21,
1918, the day of the arrival of President Masaryk
into Prague, to provide rapid delivery by Scouts of
reports between the railroad station, the city hall,
the Hradcany castle, and the national senate. A
small number of Scout Post stamps (about 600
pairs) were diagonally overprinted by typography
with three lines “Prijezd presidenta Masaryka”
(Arrival of president Masaryk), by the Knapp
printing company in Karlin, using both 10h and
20h values from both the first and second printings.
Black overprints on 20h stamps are dull and
translucent, and because of the pressure of the
printing of the overprint, the outline of each letter
is sharpl.

Figure 4 shows the Padélky genuine “Arrival” overprint on a 20h stamp!. The
Padélky describes this as follows:

Genuine “Arrival” Overprint

7. The letter " in the word PRIJEZD has a small hump on the left side in the

lower portion.

8. The letter “” in the word PRIJEZD has the upper right corner of the dot and
letter slanted, but the lower curve is sharp.
9. The letter “t” in the word PRESIDENTA is curved toward the right in the

lower section.
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The lengths of the lines of the genuine overprint are (1) 12.5mm, (2) 18.5mm,
and (3) 19.1mm!.

Figure 5 shows genuine “Arrival” overprints, in red on a 10h stamp (left) and
in black on a 20h stamp (right).

3
)

Y

Y

)

b

]

i

3

]

g

3

g

g

2 VE  Z1UZBACH
o ‘3 NARODMI . VLADY,

Figure 5 Figure 6

Figure 6 shows the Padélky “Arrival” overprint forgery on a 20h stamp!. The
Padélky describes this as follows:

“Arrival” Overprint Forgery

10. The letter “i” in the word PRIJEZD is without its hump.

11. The letter ” in the word PRIJEZD has no variation in the dot and the lower
part of the letter “” is rounded.

12. The letter “t” in the word PRESIDENTA is shaped differently.

The lengths of the lines of the Padélky “Arrival” overprint forgery are (1)
12.8mm, (2) 18.8mm, and (3) 19.2mm!. Additional characteristics of the Padélky
“Arrival” overprint forgery are that it occurs most frequently on genuine Scout Post
and Forgery C stamps. The red overprint on the 10h stamps is dull red which
shows through the stamps. The black overprint on 20h stamps is glossy and evenly
applied, and the letters of the overprints are coarse without sharp outlines!.

S o ==
POSTA = ) ' A
YCH SKAUT J - g N
= Ty : 3 1
s, 9 B [
$ ) S
J Y (
y ) ¢
1. i i
A | ) 1
e ¢ ) e SRy 3 (
VE SLUZBACH )} VE SLUZBACH ) 3
| NARODNI VLADY. i NARODNI VLADY, [ ) @}
z 3 2 e P }. J
Figure 7 Figure 8
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Figure 7 shows forged
“Arrival” overprints, similar to
the Padélky “Arrival” overprint
forgery on 10h Forgery A and

20h genuine stamps4.

Figure 8 shows a trial
impression of a forged red
“Arrival” overprint on a 1919
Legionnaire stamp, which was
similarly produced as were the
Scout Post stamps (relief-printed
on pre-gummed paper, with
edges die-cut out [“died out”])45.

Figure 9 shows offset
“Arrival” overprint facsimiles
on offset Scout Post stamp
facsimiles, while Figure 10
shows modern  photocopy
“Arrival” overprint facsimiles-
none of which should be
mistaken as genuine. We'll
look at forged entires of the
Scout Post in Part 5: Fakes,
Forgeries, and Facsimiles-
Covers.

ENDNOTES:

SUMMER 2018

POSTA =
SKYCH SKAuTO I

VE GLU-
NARODWN:

YE . UZBACH
NARODNi ¥LADY

Figure 10

1. Karasek, J., Kvasnicka, Z., Paulicek, B, : Padélky ceskoslovenskych
postovnich zndmek 1918-1939, 1st edition, 1963, pp. 352-364.
2. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Offsetprinting.

3. https://www.printingforless.com/Digital-Printing- Explained.html
4 Kvasnicka, I. “The Czech Scout Official Mail Delivery Service of 1918.”

The American Philatelist, Vol 83, No. 1 (Jan 1969), pp27-41.
Reprinted in the SOSSI Journal, Vol. XIX, No. 1 (Jan 1970), pp 8-9 & ff.

(multiple segments).

5. Kvasnicka. I. “Czech Scout Mail” The Czechoslovak Specialist,
Vol. 58, No. 3 (May/June 1996), pp. 3-13. Reprinted in the SOSSI Journal,
Vol. 45, No. 5 (Sep/Oct 1996), pp. 6-14.

[Ed. note: The Specialist is pleased to reprint this article from Scouts on Stamps
Society International (SOSSI) Journals May/Jun 2018 (update 108) and Jul/Aug
2018 (update 109), with the permission of the author and editor.]
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