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Founder of Boy Scouts portrayed 
on rare Maf eking local stamps 

Robert Baden-Powell not 
only founded the Boy Scouts 
but also was responsible for 
the release of a set of stamps. 
While all of these stamps are 

Philatelic 
Gems 
By Donna O'Keefe 

valuable, one is extremely 
scarce. 

The British army sent Ba­
den-Powell to the Cape Colony 
during the Boer War. The Boer 
War was fought between Great 
Britain and the Boer republics 
of Transvaal and the Orange 
Free State between October 
1899 and May 1902. It was one 
of Britain's costliest wars. 

During the siege of the town 
of Mafeking, Baden-Powell 
managed to hold back the 
Boers. To keep up morale in 
the town, he set up a local bi­
cycle post to enable the sol­
diers to communicate with 
each other. A corps of cadets 
mounted on bicycles delivered 
the mail within Mafeking. 
Runners slipped through the 
Boer lines to deliver mail to 
post offices from which letters 
were forwarded to friends and 
relatives. 

Baden-Powell ordered 
Mafeking's postmaster, J.V. 
Howat, to issue stamps for this 
local post. The stamps are 
printed on bluish paper, which 
gives them a blurred appear­
ance. 

The I-penny stamp features 
a cyclist. The ribbon at the top 
reads, "SIEGE OF V.R. 
MAFEKING." At the bottom 
appears the inscription "LO­
CAL POST /ONE PENNY." 

The 3d stamp, which exists 
in two types, portrays Baden 
Powell. The ribbon at the top 
reads, "MAFEKING 1900 
SIEGE." The ribbon at the bot­
tom is inscribed "POSTAGE 

THREEPENCE." 
According to one story, the 

3d was to feature a portrait of 
Queen Victoria; however, 
when a search through the 

cle by J.R.F. Turner describ­
ing his discovery of a copy of 
the reversed-design variety. 

Turner said he searched for 
many years for a copy of the 

bore an "Apr. 30, 1900" post­
mark. 

To avoid creating suspicion 
by submitting an unusually 
high bid for the lot, Turner in­
stead picked a number of lots 
and instructed the auctioneer 
to buy them for him regardless 
of the price. Turner paid only 
£2 10 / - for the Mafeking lot. 

Today, the Scott catalog lists 
this stamp at $40,000 mint and 
$25,000 used. The stamp is list­
ed under Cape of Good Hope 
as No. 179c. 

David Feldman SA sold a 
copy of the error at its Nov. 19-
23, 1985, auction in New York 
City. It realized $16,100, in­The 3d Mafeking Issue mea- The rare 3d Baden-Powell 

i eluding a 15-percent buyer's 
suring 21 millimeters w de. stamp with a reversed design. commission. 

files in Mafeking produced no 
suitable picture of the queen, 
Baden-Powell's portrait was 
used instead. 

One type of 3d is 18İ mil­
limeters wide; the other is 
2lmm wide. The 2lmm stamps 
are the scarcer of the two. The 
Scott catalog lists the 18İ mm 
type at $2,500 mint and $750 
used; the 2lmm type at $10,000 
mint and $1,650 used. 

However, the 18İ mm 
stamps include the scarce vari­
eties. Used copies of horizontal 
pairs imperforate between ex­
ist. The Scott catalog lists them 
at $17,500. The stamp also is 
known with a double impres­
sion. This variety is listed at 
$15,000. 

The scarcest of the varieties 
is a reversed design. The nor­
mal stamp shows Baden-Pow­
ell facing left. The reversed­
design variety shows him fac­
ing right. The lettering also is 
backward. 

Postmaster Howat said the 
error occurred when the 
printer reversed the photo­
graphic plate. Only one sheet 
of 12 of this variety was pro­
duced. 

Several years ago, the Lon­
don Philatelist carried an arti-

rarity. Messrs. Plumridge and 
Co., a London auction firm, 
sent him an auction lot of 
Mafeking issues for inspection. 
While examining the lot, he 
discovered a copy with Baden­
Powell facing right. The stamp 
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