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SCOUTS ON STAMPS
By W. ARTHUR McKINNEY
HE MOST PRONOUNCE' trend in
stamp collecting in recent yeDUs has been
the growing intHrHst iu " topical collecting," in which a collection is limited to
stamps related to a specific subject. For
Scout stamp collectors, Scouts on Stamps
has been a natural, and there have been
many Scout stamps coming out of stamp issuing countries.
Actually Scouts on Stamps items are older
than Scouting itself. The first recognized
Scout stamps showing Baden-Powell appeared as local stamps for use Ln the town
of Mafeking, Cape of Good Hope. in 
These three stamps are the classics of the
Scout stamps. Others that can b e cal.led classics include four Czechoslovakia local stamps
used on mail in the city of 3UDJXH by Sea
Scouts during the liberation in 191 8. And
the nineteen semipostal stamps of Siam surcharged by the post office in 1920 for the
benefit of the " Young Tigers" as the Scouts
were calJed in that country. The last issue
included six post cards. These classics are
missing in most Scouts on Stamps collections.
It is a tribute to ScouLing that so many
countries have honored Scouting with
stamps. Up to the time of the Tenth :orld
Jamboree, held in the Philippioes in 
nearly two h.undred stamps, ten souvHnir
sheets and seven special post cards have
been issued by thirty-nine cou ntries. This includes Boy Scout and Girl Scout stamps.
:orld, sectional, and national jamborees
have figured prominently in Scout commemorative issues. Since Hungary commemorated
the Fourth World Jamboree in 1933, with a
set of "leaping sWag" stamps, every country
that has been host to a world jamboree has
commemorated the event by issui ng one or
more stamps. T his has included the Net11er-
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lands, France, Austria, Canada, and Great
Britain. The Tenth World JamboUHe, completed last July, was commemorated by special
stamps issued by the host country, the Philippines, as welJ as by Nationalist China and
Indonesia.
The ILUVW national jamboree honored in
this manner was held in Sibiu, Romania in
1932, with a set of six VWDPSV Since then
national jamborees have been commemorated with VWDPSV by Brazil, Cuba. ,ndonesia, Iran. Japan, Lithuania. Pakistan, the
Philippines, and the United States. There
have been comparatively few secLional jamborees KHOG ar6und the world, but special
stamps were issued to commemorate the
Pan-Pacific Jamborees held in Australia in
1948 DQGagain in 1952, and in New Zealand
in 1959. Two Pan-Arab Jamborees have also
been honored, one by Egypt in 1956 and
one by the United Arab R epublic for use in
Syria in 1958.
The year 1957 combined two great events
in Scouting and accRXnted for WKH largest
QXPEHU of Scout commemoratives in any
si ngle year. That yea r was the one hundredth
anniversary of the ELUWK o[ Baden-Powell,
the founder of 6FRXWLQJ and the fiftieth anniversary of Scouting. It was also the year
of the World Jubilee .Jamboree. Great "Britain, the host country of the jamboree,
brought out a set of three stam ps, the first
time that nation has ever issued stamps to
honor a non-goveUQmental movement. 7KLV
se t of three was also overprinted for use in
%Dhrain. Muscat, and Qatar. 'The fourteen
other countries which issued stamps to
honor Baden-Powell during WKe MXELOHH year
were BHOgium, Brazil, Cuba, &Kina, Netherland Antilles. Dominican Republic, Fjnland,
Formosa. ,ran, Korea. Liechtenstein, Lux-

cmbourg, Nicaragua, and the Philippines.
Finances have also been a strong inIluence
IRU the issue of Scout stamps. Tbe most recent example of this has been the three air
PDLO and two regular stamps of the Philippines commemorating the Tenth World Jamboree. All oI these stamps were VHPLSRVWDOV
with an overcharge being turned over to the
Boy Scout movement to help defray the expenses of the jamboree. Semipostal stamps
11ad previously been issued for the EHQHILWof
Scouting by Curacao, Dominican Republic.
Egypt, Hungary, Indonesia, Liechtenstein,
Lithuania, Netherlands, New Zealand, Romania, and Siam.
The ten official miniature souvenir sheets.
issued over the years, are interesting collector s items. Egypt issued a perforated and
an impcrforated miniature sheet for the PanArab Jamboree in 1956 but required the
purchase of two hundred sets of the stamps
DORQJ with each pair of sheets. This was a
limited printing and those not sold were GH
stroyed by the post office. Ten sets of
stamps were required by the Dominican Rep ubl ic for each purchase of the four miniature shee ts of their Scout issue. The recent
Philippine souvenir sheet could be secured
only with the purchase of a full set of the
stamps. This method of distribution accounts
in part for the high cost of many of these
sheets. Nicaragua issued two souvenir sheets,
but no package deal was required. The much
sought after Korean souvenir sheet was not
issued for postal purposes but was a presentation sheet handed out as a souvenir to
public RIILFLDOV on the ILUVW day of issue.
Only a few hundred of these were believed
to have been printed.
The two smaller value stamps of the recent Philippine issue were also printed tetebeche. That means that they were printed
1tpside down in relation to each other. These
VWDPSV were pUinted on white paper while
the same staPps of the regular issue were
on yellow paper. The jubilee year pair of
Liechtenstein were printed se-Wenent, which
means that two different stam ps alternated
with each other on the sl1eet.
Four countries wh icl1 have issued Scout
VWDPSV in the past a re QR longer members
of the Scout family of nations. Czechoslovakia, HungDry. Lithuania. and Romania.
which have accounted for some o[ the most
interesting of the Scout stamps, are now behind the iron curtain where Scouting LV no
longer pc1mitted.
Interest in SFouW stamps has become so
great that several hundred Scout stamp enthusiasts have organized themselves ioto an
,Qn ternational Scouts on Stamps Society. It
is a completely non-profit organization and
the modHst fee for membership makes posVLEOH the publication of a monthly journal
that keeps the members (To page 85)

he color photoV on WKH RSSRVLWHSDJH ZHUH
TWDNHQ
E\ Charles W. Miller Sons Studio,
RI 0DQLOD GXULQJ the 1959 World Jamboree
h eld in the PhilipSine (slands. The luc k y fellowV who were there PHW Boy Scouts from DOO
over the ZRUOG But you can get a n idea of
ZKDW 6FRXWLQJ LV OLNH in other ODQGV ZLWKRXW
DWWHQGLQJ a World Jamboree. Each of the
FRXQWULHV ZKRVH 6FRXWV are VKRZQ here KDV
KRQRUHG Scouting ZLWK a con11nen1orativc
VWDPS 7KHVHVWDPSV ZLOO JLYH you D SLFWXUH
of what IRUHLJQ 6FRXWV look like, what WKH\
ZHDU a nd ZKDW they do.
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informed oo mDttHrs of interest to
the hobb)ist.
\Vhile the collecWLon of Scout
VWampV and coverV LV the SULPDU\
concern ot ScouWV on SWDPSV collectorV. as D VidH hne many collHctoUV have round intHrHVt in the
many LQWHUHVWLQJ SFouW VHaOs anG
labHOV LVVXHG by the various Scout
associations. The'e seDOV have no
postal significance but have been
used by Seoul orgDni]ations for
money raising purposes Rr to pub
licize special eYHnWV. In the FaVH of
some of the Scout organi]DWionV
wbicb were HVWDEOLVKHGin 'isplaced
Person &DPSVafter the war. such
labels were VRPHWLPHV XVed WR
guarantee delivery of mail within
the camps. These labHOV have a real
place in pRVWDl KLVWRU\
Collecting Scout VWDPSV cDn bH
an H[SHQVLYH hobby or it con be
within the limits or the a DvHragH
collector. The earlier LVVXHV arc
expensive and DOPRVW impossible
to find. since Where arc VRfew and
are mostly in the KandV of collectors who Zant to keep them. MRVW
of the Scout stamps of recent \HDUV
are Vtill relatively common. but
each year adds to their VFDUFity.
The time to start collecting LV noZ
3nd work backward. CountriHV are
alert to the popularity of Scout
stamps and many of them will taNH
advantage of Scout evenWV, knowing
that Scout commemoratives can
produce income for the country.
We can anticipate new Scout LVVXHV
during tKH years to come. The PoVWmaster *enerDl of t he United StateV
has aOready announced that a VpHcial Scout commemorative VWDPS
will be issued February 8, 1960. to
honor the fiftiHWh anniversary of the
Boy Scouts of America.
A com plete check list o( Dll Scout
VWDPSV or information about the
Scouts on Stamps Society LV available from Boys' Life. Send D
stamped, VHOIaddressed envelope to
AUW McKinney, l8 R.yan Rd., Highland Park, N. J ., for a frHH copy.
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