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14 LINN'S STAMP NEWS

MARCH 21, 1994

Offset missing on 22¢ Girl Scouts

By Michael Schreiber

A partial pane of United
States 22¢ Girl Scouts stamps
of 1987 (Scott 2251) missing
all regularly printed offset
colors has come to light.
Only the engraved black and
engraved red are printed on
the stamps.

The Philatelic Foundation
has issued its certificate No.
275134 for a partial pane of
46 of the stamps, noting that
they are ‘‘unused, o.g. [origi-
nal gum], all lithograph col-
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Figure 1. Plate block of
four of the United States
22¢ Girl Scouts stamp with
only the regular engraved
colors printed. The block is
part of a larger block of 46
stamps recently expertized
by the Philatelic Founda-
tion’s expert committee.
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Figure 2. The normal 22¢
Girl Scouts stamp of 1987,
picturing 14 merit badges
(two shown only partially).

ors missing.”” The Founda-
tion’s expert committee is of
the opinion that the stamps
are genuine and never hinged.

The block of 46 is a nearly
complete, upper-left pane of
50. Pairs of stamps from po-
sitions 41-42 and 49-50 (both
from the bottom row) have
been removed and were ex-
pertized separately.

Figure 1 pictures the plate
block of four from the large
block, showing the black en-
graved plate number above
the second stamp. The five
offset plate numbers above
the first stamp are missing.
Figure 2 pictures a normal
single 22¢ Girl Scouts stamp.

The stamps were printed
on the U.S. Bureau of En-

Figure 3. Close-up of the
missing-offset Girl Scouts
stamp from position 15 in
the larger block of 46.

graving and Printing’s combi-
nation offset/intaglio D press.
A single plate printed both
engraved red and engraved
black, similar to how a single
plate prints the red and blue
on the current 29¢ Flag Over
the White House definitive
stamp.

The engraved black is the
covering on the Conestoga
wagon (local lore merit
badge), the Capitol dome (ac-
tive citizen badge), and the
latitude and longitude lines
(wider opportunities badge).

The engraved red forms
the highlights on the sock,
shoe and shoelaces in the in-
dividual sports badge.

The block has been con-
signed to Sam Houston Phila-
telics of Houston, Texas.

According to the firm’s
president, Bob Dumaine, the
stamps bear errant flecks of
the offset colors that are be-
lieved to have been deposited
on the stamps by the tagging
roller.

The offset flecks are not in
the normal positions for the
offset colors, what Dumaine
described as ‘‘helter-skelter
color.”” More than half the
stamps also bear small
smears of color. Some are
visible in Figure 1 in the
lower part of each stamp.

Figure 3 shows the stamp
from position 15 (fifth stamp
in the second horizontal row)
in the larger block.

The stamps are block
tagged normally for the issue
(large rectangular block cov-
ering what would have been
the entire printed area had all
colors been there), except that
a wider-than-normal tagging
gap appears over the left col-
umn of stamps.

Dumaine said he received
the stamps in 1993 after
about six months of negotiat-
ing with the owner. It was
only recently that the Foun-
dation’s expertization process
was completed.

According to Dumaine, the
stamps are believed to have
been purchased at a post of-
fice in 1987 by a Minnesota
collector as part of a larger
stamp purchase, with the
missing-offset pane possibly
being sandwiched between
other normal panes. l
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