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First known Celebrate errors found in

By Michael Baadke

What difference does two
inches make?

When it comes to placing
perforations on a sheet of
stamps, two inches can make
the difference between normal
stamps and major errors.

The first known error
stamps from the United States
Celebrate the Century series
have been reported to Linn’s
Stamp News by New Jersey
stamp dealer William S.
Langs.

A vertical perforation shift
of two inches on the pane of
15 stamps leaves five stamps
fully imperforate, with the re-
maining 10 stamps punctured
by crisscrossing lines of mis-
matched holes.

The imperforate stamps
qualify as major errors, with
the rest classified as produc-
tion freaks.

Because of their relative

scarcity and unusual charac-
teristics, error stamps are
sought by many stamp collec-
tors, and they often command
a substantial premium value.

The affected pane is the
1910s Celebrate the Century
issue, Scott 3182, which went
on sale nationwide Feb. 3,
1998.

According to Langs the
sheet was found about a year
ago by a savvy collector in
Illinois, who spotted it on dis-
play in a self-service postal
store.

The stamps are still sealed
in the plastic film the U.S.
Postal Service uses to wrap all
of its Celebrate the Century
panes.

Langs bought the pane from
the collector and has plans to
sell it himself.

Because the Celebrate the
Century stamps are printed by
design at an eight-degree an-

Pane of the 1910s Celebrate stamps still in packaging,
including five error stamps and 10 misperfed freaks.
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Illinois

Five imperforate Celebrate the Century error stamps are among the 15 misperforated items on a pane of stamps purchased
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in Illinois. The error stamps in this cropped illustration are the Jim Thorpe stamp at top left, and the four stamps at bottom.

gle from the horizontal, a
straight vertical shift in the
perforations knocks both the
horizontal and vertical perfo-
ration holes off alignment
from the stamp margins.

In this case, the shift leaves
five stamps without any per-
forations: Jim Thorpe (Scott
3182g), First Crossword Puz-
zle (31821), Jack Dempsey
(3182m), Construction Toys
(3182n) and Child Labor Re-
form (31820).

None of the remaining
stamps are perforated normal-
ly. All have horizontal and ver-
tical perforations intersecting
well within the stamp designs.

The stamps were printed
and processed by Ashton Pot-
ter USA Ltd., a private securi-
ty printing firm in Wil-
liamsville, N.Y.

The 15-stamp panes are
printed in larger sheets of 60
stamps (four adjoining panes)
that are usually cut apart dur-
ing processing.

Because of this production
method, it stands to reason
that at some point at least an-
other three panes existed with
an identical shift in the perfo-
rations.

What isn’t  known s
whether those panes were
spotted and destroyed before

they left the Williamsville
processing facility, or if they
also made their way into post
offices and are waiting for
someone to purchase them.

An additional possibility is
that more than one 60-stamp
sheet suffered the same type
of perforation shift.

If the discovery pane of er-
ror stamps was purchased a
year ago, though, it seems
likely that others would have
been reported by now if they
were out in post offices
around the country.

Technically the 1910s Cele-
brate the Century stamps are

the second set issued in the se-
ries, although they were re-
leased at the same time as the
1900s set.

A total of 10 different sets
are planned for the series. Nine
have been issued to date. The
final set, honoring the years
1990-99, is expected May 2.
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