www.linns.com

Linn
Stom

WORLD’S LARGEST WEEKLY STAMP NEWS AND MARKETPLACE  voL.73I1SSUE 3731  $2.00 U.S. MAY 1, 2000

CONTENTS: PAGE S

VISIT US ON THE INTERNET AT www.linns.com

PRINTED with soy ink on recycled paper MAILED: April 20
PAID CIRCULATION: 58,520 TOTAL DISTRIBUTION: 61,463
POSTMASTER: Address changes to Box 29, Sidney, OH 45365



14 LINN'S STAMP NEWS

MAY 1, 2000

www.linns.com

New Girl Scouts error surfaces in Vermont

By Charles Snee

A complete 50-stamp pane
of the United States 22¢ Girl
Scouts stamp missing all regu-
larly printed engraved black
and red ink has surfaced in
Vermont.

The error was first reported
in the May issue of the Ver-
mont Philatelist, the official
publication of the Vermont
Philatelic Society.

Shown nearby in color is a
plate-number block of four of
the error stamps, left, and a
normal plate-number block of
four, right. The image of the
two blocks was taken from the
cover of the May Vermont Phi-
latelist.

At first glance, the error
stamps do not appear different
from the normal stamps. One
must carefully scrutinize the
Girl Scout merit badges that
constitute the design.

The engraved black is the
covering on the Conestoga

wagon (local lore merit badge,
top badge in third column from
left), the Capitol dome (active
citizen badge, top badge in
second column from left), and
the latitude and longitude lines
on the globe (wider opportuni-
ties badge, third badge from
top in third column from left).

The engraved red forms the
highlights on the sock, shoe
and shoelaces depicted in the
individual sports badge (fourth
badge from the top in first col-
umn).

Although two engraved col-
ors are missing on the error
Girl Scout stamps, only one
number (a “1”) is missing in
the bottom selvage of the error
block shown here.

This is because a single
plate on the Bureau of Engrav-
ing and Printing’s combination
offset/intaglio D press printed
both the engraved black and
engraved red.

The offset stations of the D

i i |

On the left is a plate-number block of four 22¢ Girl Scouts
stamps missing the engraved black and red. A normal plate-
number block is shown on the right. The new color-missing
error was first reported in the May Vermont Philatelist.
124,871, dated March 9.

The written opinion states:

press printed the five offset
inks (one color per station) —
black, cyan, green, magenta
and yellow.

This accounts for the
“11112” plate-number combi-
nation that is visible at lower-
left in the selvage of both Girl
Scout blocks.

According to Paul Abajian,
executive director of the VPS,
the Girl Scouts error pane will
be auctioned as part of the
May 20 Rarities sale at Robert
A. Siegel Auction Galleries in
New York City.

The error pane will be lot
345 in the Siegel auction.
Readers interested in an auc-
tion catalog should write to
Robert A. Siegel Auction Gal-
leries, 65 E. 55th St., New
York, NY 10022.

Abajian also stated that the
error pane has received a cer-
tificate of authenticity from
the American Philatelic Exper-
tizing Service in State College,
Pa.

Mercer Bristow, director of
expertizing for the APES, told
Linn s that the Siegel firm sent
the pane in for expertization.

According to Bristow, the
pane received certificate No.

“U.S. Scott 2251, unused,
sheet of 50 with red and black
intaglio colors omitted, full
original gum, genuine in all re-
spects.”

Word of the pane’s discov-
ery did not spread immediate-
ly.

“I’ve known about the Girl

Scouts error pane for about six
months,” Abajian told Linn's
April 11, “but the current own-
er did not want to take any ac-
tion until after Jan. 1. We were
very pleased to report the error
in the Vermont Philatelist.”

The owner (an anonymous
Vermont collector) related to
Abajian that he found the pane
among an accumulation of oth-
er panes that he was breaking
down for postage.

“Evidently, the owner had
purchased the pane shortly af-
ter the Girl Scout stamp was
issued in March 1987,” Aba-
jian related, “but it wasn’t until
last fall that he looked at the
pane and realized something
looked funny.”

This is not the first reported
error for the Girl Scouts issue.

In the March 21, 1994, issue
of Linn’s, Michael Schreiber
reported on a partial pane of
46 Girl Scouts stamps missing
all five offset colors (Scott
2251a).

A plate-number block from
the partial pane is illustrated
nearby.

In effect, the offset-color-
missing error is the opposite of
the Vermont discovery: the in-
taglio colors (red and black)
missing on the Vermont pane
are the only ones present on
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A plate-number block of the
first Girl Scouts color-miss-
ing error (Scott 2251a), first
reported in the March 21,
1994, issue of Linn’s.

the Scott 2251a plate-number
block shown here.

The partial pane of Scott
2251a received a Feb. 11,
1994, certificate of authentici-
ty from the Philatelic Founda-
tion.

The other four stamps in the
pane had been removed and
were expertized separately. ll
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