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Scout stamp soclety celebrates 50th anmversary

The Scouts on Stamps Society International
will celebrate its 50th anniversary in conjunc-
tion with the Compex (Combined Philatelic
Exhibition of Chicagoland) stamp show May
25-27 at the Forest View Educational Center,
2121 S. Goebbert Road, Arlington Heights, IlL.

SOSSI activities to take place during the
weekend include a dinner Friday evening, May
25; a board of directors meeting; an annual
general meeting; and an auction on Saturday.

Several Scouts-on-stamps exhibits will be
on display at the show.

Baden-Powell Chapter No. 1 of SOSSI is
hosting the 50th-anniversary celebrations.

The society, originally called the Organiza-
tion on Stamps, was founded in November
1951 by Harold Bearce of Kansas City, Mo.,
with a total of only 10 members.

Harry Thorsen Jr., who in 1949 had written
a small book, Boy
Scout Stamps of the
World, was invited to
join but declined be-
cause communist
youth were included.

third National
Jamboree in

the
Scott
1953.
SOSSI has held
meetings and pro-
duced cacheted covers
for each National
Jamboree since 1953.
The society con-

ducted its first inter-
national meeting in
1955 at the World
Jamboree at Niagara-
on-the-Lake, Ontario,

Figure 2. This 1918
Czechoslovakian lo-
cal was issued for a
Scout Post service.

Thailand issued three sets of “Scout’s Fund”
overprints in 1920 and 1921. Figure 3 shows
one of these overprinted semipostal stamps.
They were issued to benefit the Tiger Cubs of
the Wild Tiger Corps.

The Tiger Cubs were the predecessor of the
Boy Scouts of Thailand. So, once again, some
collectors question whether or not these were
really Scout stamps.

The first Scout is-
sue not questioned by
anyone is pictured in
Figure 4. This 1925
Hungarian semipostal

1938 and 1939 and by
the French Southern
Antarctic Territory in
1962 are illustrations
of this. Charcot was
an Antarctic explorer
who happened to be
one of the founders of
French Scouting.
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Today, many ques-
tionable Scout stamps
are being issued. Each
collector has to decide
what he wants to col-

el it

Figure 4. A Hungari-
an semipostal from
1925 shows a Boy
Scout playing a bugle.

He said that he would
join only if the organi-
zation was limited to
Scouts.

As a result, in
March 1952, the name
of the group was
changed to Scouts on
Stamps Society with
Thorsen as president
and Bearce as the edi-
tor of the Journal. The

Figure 1. This Siege
of Mafeking local
stamp showing Col.
Robert Baden-Pow-
ell was issued in
1900, seven years be-
fore he founded the
Scouting movement.

first issue of the Journal was published in

March 1952.

The organization grew rapidly and took its
current name, Scouts on Stamps Society Inter-

national, in 1956.

At present, SOSSI has almost 1,000 mem-

bers.

The first annual meeting was conducted at

Canada.

When Thorsen’s book was published in
1949, about 60 Scout stamps had been issued.
The total in 2001 stands at several thousand.
The exact total will always be debated because
there are many interpretations of what is a
Scout stamp.

Many Scout stamp collectors include the
Cape of Good Hope set of three stamps issued
in 1900 for local use during the Siege of
Mafeking. These stamps picture Col. Robert
Baden-Powell, who founded the Scout move-
ment in 1907, and Warner Goodyear, a youth
of the Bicycle Corps. The Baden-Powell stamp
is shown in Figure 1.

These stamps were issued seven years before
Scouting started, so they are not truly Scouting
stamps but are usually included in any listing
of Scout stamps.

Czechoslovakia issued two stamps in 1918
for use on a mail service provided by the Sea
Scouts. The 20-haleru stamp is pictured in Fig-
ure 2. The other stamp is denominated 10h.
The inscription at the top of the stamps trans-
lates to “Czech Scout Post.”

These two stamps also are coilected by most
Scout stamp collectors. However, they are not
listed in most catalogs, except Zumstein, and
they are considered to be local stamps. So are
they the first Scout stamps? It depends on
whom you ask.

stamp depicts a Boy
Scout bugler in the
foreground and
Scouts camping in the
background.

There are many
other examples of
stamps collected by
some Scout stamp
collectors but not by
others.

Figure 3. This semi-
postal stamp was is-
sued to benefit a pre-
decessor of the Boy
Scouts of Thailand.

Included in this cat-
egory are stamps honoring famous men for
their political or career accomplishments but
who also were founders of, or patrons of,
Scouting in their countries.

Jean Charcot stamps issued by France in

lect and whether or
not completion is important.

Scout stamp collectors, regardless of their
difficulty in agreeing on what is a Scout stamp,
are avid promoters of Scout philately through
activities, such as merit-badge seminars, stamp
exhibits, and SOSSI chapter meetings.

Every four years, SOSSI provides the staff
for the stamp collecting merit badge at the
Merit Badge Midway at the U.S. Natlonal'
Scout Jamboree.

Annual general meetings and smaller re-
gional meetings are held in conjunction with
many major stamp shows.

For further information about the SOSSI,
contact the organization’s executive secretary,
Carl Schauer, Box 526, Belen, NM 87002. B
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