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The Insider

By Les Winick

DECEMBER 3, 2001

°

The International Federa-
tion of Philately (FIP) is con-
sidering a proposal to create a
competitive one-frame class
of exhibits based on the con-
cept formally pioneered by
the American Association of
Philatelic Exhibitors and oth-
er groups in the United States
20 years ago. The first com-
petitive single-frame display
took place in San Diego at
Ger-Am-Pex in 1982 when
Fran Adams showed “Council
of Europe” and “Bron-
tosaurus” as single frames.

Powpex, a local Southern
California show, had some
single framers from 1985 to

1988 with loose verbal guide-
lines to the judges.

From 1989 on, a written set
of guidelines was provided to
the judges. In addition to
Adams, the participants who
helped develop those guide-
lines were Jim Busse, Alan
Campbell, Winand Hess and
Lester Lanphear. Powpex still
exists, but it is a dealers’
bourse with no exhibits.

The one-frame concept
spread from the West Coast to
the Midwest when the Scouts
on Stamps Society Interna-
tional sponsored an exhibition

of 20 one-frame exhibits in
conjunction with Compex,
which was held concurrently
with the World Columbian
Stamp Expo 92 at Chicago.

The first national exhibi-
tion devoted entirely to single
frame exhibits in the United
States was held April 23-25,
1993, in Kansas City, Mo.,
with the cooperation of the
AAPE and formal judging
guidelines. Randy Neil and
others involved in the show
management devised the
name of AmeriStamp Expo.

I was so intrigued with the

concept that I entered an ex-
hibit in the show for competi-
tion but was outclassed in get-
ting a top award by several
much better exhibits.

The key was to select the
best material from your exhib-
it or collection and tell the
best story with it in the 16-
page format of the frames. I
was amazed at the high quali-
ty of many of the displays and
the diversity of what can be
exhibited in one frame.

Since then, many APS na-
tional shows have picked up
on the concept. Beginning in
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1998, the APS and the AAPE
agreed that the APS winter
meeting should be the show
each year that emphasizes sin-
gle-frame exhibits. It took the
Ameristamp Expo name. Be-
ginning in 2000, the APS win-
ter show has also included a
champion of champions com-
petition for single-frame ex-
hibits.

The one framers have
caught on in Europe also. Am-
philex 2002, to be held in
Amsterdam, has added this
class to its competition.

Perhaps, in a few more
years, the FIP will catch up to
the United States in single-
frame exhibiting and will en-
courage both new and old ex-
hibitors to show limited sub-
jects. The entry fee for a one-
frame exhibit would have to
cover the cost of a medal. The
paperwork and handling by
the show committee are al-
most as cumbersome as for a
10-frame exhibit.
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