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Collecting Queen Elizabeth’s Hong Kong

Specializing in collecting
Hong Kong’s Queen Elizabeth
IT stamp issues offers the col-
lecting challenge of numerous
listed and unlisted varieties.

Important errors including

F.W. Webb’s Hong Kong opus,
Philatelic and Postal History
of Hong Kong, and Yang’s
color Postage Stamp & Postal
History Catalogue of Hong
Kong reveal many opportuni-

Asia
By Michael Rogers

double prints and minor dis-
tinctions, such as misplaced
colors and missing strokes,
abound.

Most of this material is not
expensive. Fine collections
can be built with patience and
careful study.

Upon Queen Elizabeth II's
coronation in 1953, the
British Crown Colonies is-
sued commemorative stamps
with a common design. The
Hong Kong 10¢ QEII Corona-
tion commemorative stamp is
shown in Figure 1.

While some of the other
colonies quickly released new
definitive stamps bearing the
queen’s portrait, Hong Kong
did not do so until Jan. 5,
1954. This was because it was
deemed impractical to destroy
the large inventories of the
King George VI definitive
stamps that remained on hand.

In 1954 Hong Kong issued
12 denominations of QEII de-
finitive stamps denominated
5¢ through $10.

The 1954 definitives show
the queen in left profile and
are inscribed with “Hong
Kong” and the stamp’s de-
nomination in English and
Chinese.

In 1960 two additional val-
ues of 65¢ and $1.30 were
added when rates changed.

Printed in sheets of 100 on
paper watermarked script CA
and perforated gauge 14,
these stamps seem straightfor-
ward and uncomplicated. But

Figure 1. Hong Kong 10¢
Queen Elizabeth II Corona-
tion commemorative stamp.

Figure 3. Hong Kong $5 de-
finitive stamp booklet with
olive-green cover.

oblivious to their existence
and may have undiscovered
treasure lurking in their inven-
tories.

The golden jubilee of the
University of Hong Kong was
celebrated with a $1 stamp in
1961. A few are known miss-
ing the gold color.

The Hong Kong post office
initiated official first-day cov-
ers in 1962. Not many of these
early first-day covers were
processed, so they are elusive
and in demand.

Hong Kong issued a three-
stamp set to commemorate the
centennial of its first stamps
issued in 1862. Many varieties

stamp, Scott 264. The stamp on the left is normal. The black
printing is doubled on the stamp on the right.

ties for the specialist.

Scott lists only one error. In
immaculate very fine, never-
hinged condition, the 5¢ QEII
imperforate pair, Scott 185a,
is worth every bit of the Scott
$2,250 valuation.

Quite a few of these pairs
are found wrinkled with very
close margins. The sheet of
stamps from which the 5¢ im-
perforate errors come was not
entirely imperforate, so multi-
ples are also found partially
perforated.

Both Webb and Yang list
numerous 1954 varieties, such
as broken Chinese characters,
extra strokes, inverted water-
marks, and shades, with-many
illustrated by Yang.

First-day covers of the com-
plete 1954 12-stamp set are
valued by Yang at Hong Kong
$5,000 (about U.S. $650).

First-day covers for the two
additional stamps issued in
1960 are valued by Yang at
Hong Kong $700 (about U.S.
$91).

Condition is crucially im-
portant in order to realize the
best prices. Covers must be
cacheted and not toned or
creased.

Varieties of the majority of
all QEII Hong Kong defini-
tive and commemorative
stamps exist.

Because Scott does not cat-
alog these most interesting
flaws, careful examination of
stamp stocks can be most re-
warding. Most dealers are
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Figure 2. A block of six Hong Kong $2 QEII ocher-omitted
color-missing-error definitive stamps.

of these stamps exist.

A major variety is the 10¢
stamp missing the word,
“Postage.” It is collected in
strips of five comprising four
normal stamps and one error
stamp.

The 20¢ stamp is found
with the words “Postage
Stamp Cent” and the queen’s
portrait partially omitted.

Retouches and broken char-
acters are known on this
stamp. These are interesting
though not of great value.

The second set of Hong
Kong QEII definitive stamps
was completely redesigned,
using the Annigoni portrait of
the queen.

The 15-stamp set issued in
1962, Scott 203-17 shows the
watermark in an upright posi-
tion. All but the $10 stamp
were issued again in 1966-72
with the watermark sideways,
Scott 203b-17a. The Yang cat-
alog notes a third issue printed
on glazed paper in 1971-73.

Specialists delight in the
Annigoni portrait QEII defin-
itive stamps. Watermark, pa-
per and gum varieties abound.
Some dramatic major errors
are inexpensive. Stamps are
known with colors inverted,
omitted or widely shifted.
Some stamps with inverted
watermarks are only slightly
more expensive than normal
stamps. The 1966 10¢ QEII
definitive stamp exists imper-
forate.

A corner block of six $2
QEIl ocher-omitted color-
missing definitive stamps is
shown in Figure 2.

This error is most easily
recognized by the missing
ocher plate number. The block
appears otherwise normal be-
cause the ocher is a minor fea-
ture in the design. The ocher-
omitted variety is common
and valued by the Yang cata-
log at around 150 percent of
the value for the normal
stamp.

The $2 and $5 face value
booklets released in 1965
were the first Hong Kong
stamp booklets released since
1912.

The $2 booklet has an or-
ange-brown cover with 5¢ and
10¢ stamps comprising eight

panes of four stamps each.

The $5 booklet is known
with both yellow-green and
olive-green covers with com-
binations of 5¢, 10¢ and 50¢
stamps in booklet panes of
four. The cover of the olive-
green booklet is shown in Fig-
ure 3.

Crown Colony common de-
sign commemoratives honor-
ing Freedom from Hunger, the
Red Cross, ITU, International
Cooperation Year, Sir Winston
Churchill, World Health Orga-
nization and UNESCO were
released by Hong Kong dur-
ing 1963-66.

Beginning in 1967, each lu-
nisolar New Year holiday
stamp depicted a different an-
imal. The year 1967 is the
Year of the Ram (Scott 234-
5); 1968 the Year of the Mon-
key (Scott 237-38) and so on.
In later years, booklets and
souvenir sheets accompanied
most New Year issues.

A sharp eye catches the
black doubled on the 1971 $2
Diamond Jubilee of Scouting
commemorative stamp. A nor-
mal stamp is shown on the left
in Figure 4. The double-print-
ing variety is shown on the
right.

A new QEII definitive 14-
stamp set was issued in 1973
on block CA watermarked pa-
per, Scott 275-88.

A top margin copy of the
$1.30 QEII stamp from this
set, Scott 284, is shown in
Figure 5. The printing extends
above the stamp’s perforations
and into the selvage on these
stamps. This is normal and not
a printing error.

Stamps of this design were
issued again in 1973-78 on
script CA watermarked paper,
Scott 275a-88a, and again on
unwatermarked paper in
1976-77.

The Scott catalog recog-
nizes the two different water-
marks as independent sets
while the Yang catalog gives
each variety a separate catalog
number.

The inevitable shades, in-
verted watermarks, and thin
or thick papers make these de-
finitives quite interesting.

Few post-1972 issues have
broken characters or other mi-
nor flaws. Occasional major
errors are known. Watermark
positioning continued to be
problematic for the printers.

The 1974 10¢ UPU com-
memorative stamp without
watermark, Scott 299a, is fair-

Figure 5. Top margin Hong
Kong $1.30 QEII definitive
stamp, Scott 284. The print-
ing extending above the per-
forations in the selvage is
normal for this stamp.

Figue A ong Kong Sline souvenir sheet, Scott 778a.

ly scarce.

Hong Kong’s first two sou-
venir sheets accompanied the
1974 Arts Festival and the
1975 Festivals commemora-
tive stamps. The 1974 Arts
Festival souvenir sheet shown
in Figure 6, Scott 298a, fea-
tures Chinese Opera Masks.

Both of these souvenir
sheets are hard to find, as in-
sufficient quantities were laid
aside for future collectors.

Redesigned definitives in
1982-87 were issued water-
marked, Scott 388-403, and
unwatermarked, Scott 388a-
403a. The 1982 $5-$50 defin-
itive stamps are known water-
marked to the left instead of
upright.

A set of 15 Machin defini-
tive stamps was issued July
13, 1987. The initial issue of
these stamps had dark shading
under the queen’s chin. They
were issued again Sept. 1,
1988, with lighter shading un-
der the chin and with the addi-
tion of $1.40 and $1.80 de-
nominations.

The lighter shading values
were again issued with year
dates 1989, 1990 and 1991
printed in the lower-right cor-
ner. Many stamps of the 1989
and 1990 series are known
with the black doubled.

The Yang catalog offers
more detailed listings of the
Machin definitive stamps of
Hong Kong than does the
Scott catalog.

The 10¢ National Flag and
50¢ Map of Hong Kong coil
stamps were issued undated in
1987, then issued again with
the 10¢ stamp bearing “1989”
and the 50¢ stamp bearing
“1990.” Additional Map of
Hong Kong stamps arrived in
1992.

Redesigned Machin defini-
tive stamps were issued dur-
ing 1992-96. Some have one-
or two-bar phosphorescent
tagging on the face.

Coil rolls of 1,000 are noted
in the Yang catalog for many
values. A number is printed on
the gum of every fifth coil

Figure 8. Framas for the
Year of the Dragon (left) and
New Year Carp (right).

stamp. Most collectors seek
out numbered strips of five.

New Hong Kong Skyline
definitive stamps were issued
Jan. 26, 1997: a set of 16
stamps plus four souvenir
sheets of one and one sou-
venir sheet of three stamps.
The souvenir sheet of three,
Scott 778a, is shown in Figure
7. The queen’s likeness does
not appear on these stamps.

Hong Kong resumed issu-
ing souvenir sheets in 1981.
More than 50 appeared in the
years from 1985 until China
regained Hong Kong in July
1997. Most were issued
singly. Some souvenir sheets
were issued as booklets.

Hong Kong began to issue
electronic postage labels,
known as Framas in 1986, us-
ing lunisolar New Year ani-
mals for the central design.
Two Framas, a 60¢ Year of the
Dragon and 10¢ Carp (a tradi-
tional New Year symbol) are
shown in Figure 8.

Aerograms, registered en-
velopes, and nondenominated
picture postal cards offer wide
variety with few expensive
items. Many aerogram errors
exist.

These and fancy cancella-
tions are all Yang-identified.

Yang’s Postage Stamp &
Postal History Catalogue of
Hong Kong is published every
few years, and usually costs
$20 U.S. EW. Webb’s Philat-
elic and Postal History of
Hong Kong was reprinted by
the Royal Philatelic Society of
London in 1991 and 1994. It
fetches about $150.

Hong Kong returned to the
People’s Republic of China
July 1, 1997, thus ending 135
years of British Colonial
postage stamps. ll
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