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Readenrs’ Opinions

Scouting and political correctness

I have an answer for Michael Little’s
question in the Aug. 27 Readers’ Opin-
ions regarding the lack of a Scouting
stamp in the 2007 United States stamp
program.

The Boy
Scouts is per-
sona non grata
in  politically
correct circles
because, as
a private or-
ganization, it
has refused to
allow openly
declared ho-
mosexuals to
be Scout lead-
ers. This is the
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A United States 32¢ U.S.
Boy and Girl Scouting Be-
gins stamp (Scott 3183j),
part of the Celebrate the

.0~ Gentury 1910s pane of 15
0rganization's giamng jssued in 1998.
right and with-

in the purview of its charter. As a result,
the American Civil Liberties Union has
sued the Boy Scouts repeatedly and cam-
paigned to bar its packs from meeting
in just about any public site, including
libraries, schools and military bases.
The United Way has refused contribu-
tions to the Boy Scouts. However, be-
cause of public outcry in some areas,
if the contributor specifically designates
the Boy Scouts, the organization suppos-
edly gets those specific contributions.
With this ongoing campaign against
the Boy Scouts, do you really expect
the politically correct Postal Service to
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honor the organization with a stamp?

John Robertson
Orlando, Fla.

I, too, have wondered why the Postal
Service did not issue a stamp for the
100th anniversary of Scouting. One rea-
son I came up with is that the Boy Scouts
are politically incorrect in their require-
ments on the morality of their leaders
and members.

God save us from political correct-
ness.

Gene Bricker
Ringgold, Ga.

The reason why there is no 100th an-
niversary of Scouting stamp in the 2007
U.S. stamp program is quick and easy.

The Boy Scouts do not allow appoint-
ment of homosexual Scoutmasters. If the
Postal Service had prepared a Scout-
ing issue, the gay-lesbian-bisexual-and
transgendered lobby would have raised a
fire storm. The Postal Service is seeking
to avoid fire storms.

Robert Bracken
Frankfort, Ind.

I join the general lament over the lack
of a 100th anniversary of Scouting stamp
in the 2007 U.S. stamp program, particu-
larly in view of the many people, events
and organizations of dubious significance
that have been commemorated.

Arthur C. O’Brien
Castro Valley, Calif.

Scout anniversary in 2010

The letter writers wondering about the
lack of a Scouting stamp in the 2007 U.S.
stamp program should remember that the
Boy Scouts in America program was for-
mally incorporated on Feb. 8, 1910.

Look for a U.S. Scouting stamp on
the 100th anniversary of the American
Scouting program in 2010.

Jon Schoonmaker
Richfield, Minn.

Lord Baden-Powell had the first Scout
camp in 1907, but organized Scouting
did not start in the United States until
1910. The U.S. Postal Service is right not
to commemorate the 100th anniversary
of the Scouting program in 2007. I hope
it will do so in 2010.

Virginia S. Aubry
San Jose, Calif.

I know the answer to Michael Little’s
question in the Aug. 27 Readers’ Opin-
ions about how the Postal Service missed
the 100th anniversary of Scouting in its
2007 stamp program.

Earlier this year, I wrote a letter to the
U.S postmaster general about the lack of
a Scouting stamp in the 2007 program.

In response, I received a letter dated
July 10 from Terrence W. McCaffrey, the
manager of stamp development.

The letter stated in part that the Citi-
zens’ Stamp Advisory Committee re-

www.linns.com

viewed the nomination for a Scouting
stamp at its January meeting and did
not recommend issuing a stamp because
stamp-issuing criteria state: “Stamps or
stationery items shall not be issued to
honor fraternal, political, sectarian or
service/charitable organizations.”

In lieu of a Scouting stamp, McCaffrey
recommended that I consider “a phila-
telic or special cancellation” arranged
through my local postmaster.

I will hold my tongue regarding the
contents of this letter: but as a U.S. Navy
veteran, it is hard for me to do so.

Rene Pellet
San Martin, Calif.
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