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Rare 5c China Imperial Dragons found in attic
By Charles Snee

An extraordinary find of 35 
China 1882 5-candarin orange 
yellow Imperial Dragon stamps 
in the United Kingdom is set to 
electrify the world of China phi-
lately.

The stamps, which had lain un-
disturbed for approximately 125 
years, were discovered in the at-

tic of a house in the Cotswolds.
Specifically, the stamps were 

found in an ornate wood cigar 
box as three unused multiples of 
China Scott 6: a block of 19, a 
block of 10 and a block of six.

An unused single of Scott 6 is 
valued at $16,000 in the Scott 
Classic Specialized Catalogue of 
Stamps and Covers 1840-1940.

According to a Feb. 9 re-
port on the Daily Mail web-
site, the stamps “were sent 
to an auction in Winch-
combe, in Gloucestershire, 
where they were given an 
estimated value of between 
£800 and £1,000.”

“However, they were 
snapped up for an aston-
ishing £79,000 by interna-
tional stamp dealer Allan 
Grant, who received a tip-
off that the stamps could 

be worth a fortune.”
Grant, who owns Rushstamps 

Dealer Allan Grant of Rushstamps, left, 
and Laurence Gibson of Kelleher Auc-
tions hold a rare block of 19 China 
5-candarin Imperial Dragon stamps that 
were recently discovered in the attic of 
a house in the United Kingdom. Photo 
© Chris Balcombe. Used with permission.
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Postal Service reveals
more 2015 designs
Stamps will include a joint issue with 
Japan, a Missing Children’s stamp and 
a Special Olympics commemorative.
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This second post office in Williston, 
N.D., opened in July 2014 and began 
using its own postmark in September.

The new mailing address is Linn’s 
Stamp News, P.O. Box 4129, Sidney, OH 
45365-4129.
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Badlands Station
newest post office in U.S.

www.linns.com

New P.O. Box 4129
for Linn’s Stamp News

Washington coil error on flat-rate envelope 
that was used to mail APS circuit books

By Michael Baadke
A newly discovered die cut-omitted (imperforate) 

error of the 2011 United States 20¢ George Wash-
ington coil stamp (Scott 4512) has been reported by 
a stamp collector in Wisconsin.

Clyde Ekar has a large Priority Mail flat-rate pad-
ded envelope franked with 39 examples of the im-
perforate Washington stamp plus a single 5¢ Ameri-
can Toleware Coffeepot sheet stamp.

The postage totals $7.85, an apparent payment of 
the $5.30 Priority Mail padded envelope flat rate in 
effect during most of 2012, plus the added $2.55 fee 
for signature confirmation.

The stamps are postmarked with a handstamp 
dated Nov. 23, 2012, and the package also bears a 
zero-value U.S. Postal Service PVI (postage valida-
tion imprint) label with the same date.

That label is struck with a red handstamp, “Post-
age Verified at Elkhorn 53121,” which means the 
postage on the envelope was checked and verified 
by a post office clerk before the package was mailed 
from Elkhorn, Wis., to Lake Nebagamon, Wis.

The image shown here, provided by Ekar, is 
cropped slightly at right. Ekar confirmed that the 

parcel is franked with one strip of nine and three 
strips of 10 of the error stamp, and that the ends of 

This Priority Mail flat-rate padded envelope was mailed in 2012 
with 39 20¢ George Washington coil stamps with all die cuts 
omitted. The error stamps are applied in four strips, with some 
wrapped around the right edge and onto the back of the envelope.

Continued on page 23
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What to do when you 
can’t get a United States 
postage stamp issued for 
your significant anniver-
sary or event?

A commemorative can-
cellation arranged with 
your local postmaster is 
the usual alternative. An-
other is a special cachet 
on a cover canceled on the 
significant date. 

If, however, your budget 
is a bit larger — or you can 

sell enough to cover your 
costs — producing a pri-
vate souvenir sheet or pri-
vate souvenir card may be 
the classy way to go. And 
if you can include an image 
of a stamp in the design, 
that’s even better.

An example of a private 
souvenir card is shown 
nearby, back and front. It 
was released by the Boy 
Scouts of America in 1980 
for its 70th anniversary.

The 50th anniversary of 
the Boy Scouts of America 
was commemorated on a 
4¢ stamp issued in 1960 
(Scott 1145).

This commemorative is 
shown in the middle of the 
1980 souvenir card.

The U.S. Postal Service 
has not historically re-
leased stamps for odd an-
niversaries. Multiples of 50 
are the norm.

Thus, the little private 

souvenir card was the best 
the Boy Scouts could do 
for the 70th anniversary. 

The stamp it illustrates 
features a Norman Rock-
well image of a Boy Scout. 
I keep track of living people 
shown on U.S. stamps, and 
am interested in the iden-
tity of the Scout shown. 
According to Scouts on 
Stamps International 
(http://sossi.org) and the 
World of Scouting Museum 

of Valley Forge, Pa., (www.
worldofscoutingmuseum.
org) it is Thornton Percival 
of Stockbridge, Mass., who 
was 14 at the time. 

An article about Percival 
in a local Washington state 
newspaper, the NorthKitsap 
Herald, reported that Thorn-
ton never became a Boy 
Scout. 

The article by Tad Sooter, 
published Feb. 9, 2010, 
begins, “One of the most 
recognizable Boy Scouts in 
the organization’s 100-year 
history was never a Scout.

“Fifty years ago, North 
Kitsap resident Thornton 
Percival’s face and lanky 
body were made famous 
in prints by Norman Rock-
well, who used him as a 
model for a series of Boy 
Scouts illustrations. Per-
cival, in full Scout uniform, 
appeared on handbook 
covers, calendars and 
even a U.S. postage stamp 
painted by the legendary 
illustrator.”

The image of the stamp 
shown on the 1980 sou-
venir card is about half 
again the size of the issued 
stamp. The likely cause is 
that it thus complied with 
Postal Service require-
ments aimed at preventing 
successful use of privately 
produced stamp images 
as genuine postage. 

In addition to the illustra-
tion of the stamp, the 1980 
souvenir card includes text 
along the outer edge, which 
reads: “1910 Boy Scouts 
of America 1980,” “William 
Dickson Boyce,” “First Lone 
Scout 1910,” “Siege of 
Mafeking May 17th, 1900,” 
and “Lord Baden-Powell.”

On the back of the card 
is the well-known story of 
how Robert Baden-Pow-
ell founded the scouting 
movement in 1900.

William Dickson Boyce is 
less well known, but holds 
an honored place in U.S. 
scouting history. He was a 
newspaper publisher who 
saw scouting first hand in 
England, and came back 
to the United States to get 
it started here.

In tiny printing in the 
lower left corner of the 
card are the words “Postal 
Card/Limited Edition.”

How limited? Apparently, 
not very, as each is sequen-
tially numbered, and my ex-
ample is number 10,753. 

Unusual format for 1960 Boy Scouts commemorative card
U.S. STAMP NOTES by JOHN M. HOTCHNER

If you can’t convince the Postal Service to issue a stamp for your an-
niversary, one alternative for celebration is to issue a privately pro-
duced commemorative souvenir card, such as this one shown front 
and back for the 70th anniversary of the Boy Scouts of America. 

The 4¢ Boy Scout stamp report-
edly shows Thornton Percival.
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