


FIP Internet Competition 2002 
by Francis Kiddle RDP, FRPSL, Chairman of the FIP Literature Commission 

We have just completed the fourth year 
of judging Internet Sites under the auspices 
of FIP. It is fascinating looking at the 
changes both in judging and in the status of 
the "exhibits." In 1999, we would never 
have thought that we would be judging a site 
wi th 450 pages devoted to a specific 
theme/subject. 

Looking back, if there is one thing that 
the annual competition has shown us, it is 
the amount of philatelic material that is 
avai lable for everybody on the web. The 
number of exhibits that we have judged is a 
small fraction of those that are devoted to 
philately on the web. However, we believe 
we have seen in competition some of the 
finest websites that exist. 

After judging sites for four years, we find 
that they tend to fall into four categories. 

First there are the "gateway" sites; those 
devoted to acting as the portal to other sites. 
For example, Year One "Best Site" was Joe 
Luft' s Resource site that attempts to provide 
a link to every philatelic website on the 
wo rldwide web. Subsequently, there is 

tamp2.com that adds much more informa­
ti on to the "browser/surfer." Also in this 
class are sites such as www.postalrates.info 
and http://fly .to/philate lic who in turn, sup­
ply an easy route into postal administration 
websites, which in turn provide so much 
information, particularly on modern postal 
rates. 

Secondly, there are the generi c subject 
sites. A prime example of these is SOSSI 
(Scouting on Stamps Society International 
- www.sossi.org) that links co llectors of 
Scouting or Guiding themes with the story 
of Scouting Phil ate ly - a high quality site 
that won Year Two of the competition. 

Year Three and Four have led us to 
new sites that are evolving steadily, those 
that provide so much in formation for 
specific subjects. Year Three was won 
by "Post Office in Parad ise" -
www.hawaiianstamp.com a site that provid­
ed information on every aspect of Hawaiian 
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philately. Year Four, this year, sees a new 
innovation, a site dedicated to a theme 
rather than a country - the superb engrav-
ings produced by Czeslaw Slani a 
www.slaniastamps.school.dk We would rec­
ommend the quality of the illustrations. 

The final category of site is the Society 
Site. At thi s stage in its development, most 
sites are aimed at recruiting new members 
and at providing information on events and 
services for its members. Little is provided 
in terms of reference information such as 
philatelic references, aids to identifying 
forgeries, hints on how to develop a good 
collection, etc. There are some excellent 
sites such as that of the American Philatelic 
Society (www.stamps.org) and UK Philately 
(www.ukphilately.org.uk). However, they 
are still stereotyped and need to be devel­
oped such that they are the sites on the prime 
list of "Favorites" for all Internet users. 
Please do not get me wrong. At recruiting 
new members and providing a Jot of factual 
information, many are exce llent, but at edu­
cating both the junior collector and the 
novice senior, all have a Jong way to go. 
FAQ' s are not the answer, instead there 
should be dedicated tutorials based on real 
seminar experience. 

What also has changed? Sites nowadays 
tend to be planned in their layout much in 
the way of a good handbook. There is a 
front/home page (title page) and a li st of 
contents (website plan). Chapters (sub-pages 
leading to detailed pages) provide an outline 
of the subject, split into sections. One advan­
tage of a website compared with the printed 
book is that you can "post" on the web the 
story/subject as it develops or is written. 
Changes, through either increased research 
or positive comments, can be updated as 
they happen; a major advantage compared 
with the printed word, which tends to be 
"permanent" if for no other reason than cost. 
Graphics have improved enormously , 
although there is a two ti er standard depend­
ing on the band width of the terrestrial com­
munications link with our computer, that can 
cause many problems and frustrations. 

Perhaps a major problem can be the changes 
in URL of the links published; websites tend 
to be transitory and dependent on the 
vagaries of the commercial servers. 

A question that is asked is why enter the 
FIP Internet Competition? Firstly, each site 
is graded from Certificate, Two stars, Three 
stars, Top five percent, and Best of Show. 
These awards can be placed on your site as 
indication of the "quantifiable" value of 
your site, judged by Accredited Literature 
judges. Secondly, your site name and URL 
are published throughout the world (and 
through cyber-space) and hopefully interest 
an attentive audience to visit and explore 
your website. Thirdly, and perhaps the most 
important, each webmaster receives a short 
critique from the judges. These critiques try 
to zoom into the areas where the website can 
be improved. They are written by experts in 
the field of websites and are designed to aid 
future developments rather than being sim­
ply critical of what has been done. To hire 
such expertise would cost far more than the 
modest $US25 charge to enter the competi­
tion. 

What are the difficulties met with in eval­
uating websites compared with other phila­
telic literature? The prime problem is that of 
establishing the size and scope of the web­
site. Handling a book is simple - we know 
that it is so many pages Jong with a quantifi­
able number of illustrations. But a website? 
Depending on the webmaster's design it can 
be an easy task to establish scope, but 
believe me, many websites are very much 
like a maze - it takes a genius to under­
stand the webmaster's intentions and estab­
lish the totality of the proffered information. 
How often are you, the browser, put off by 
seeing ant-like figures digging up a road, 
linked to the legend "site under construc­
tion?" The biggest turnoff for any judge, or 
viewer, is the time taken to download a 
page. In judging a book, it only takes a small 
part of a second to turn a page. However, the 
time taken to move onto the next page of a 
website depends on the complexity of the 
new page. 
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Looking towards more positive features, 
one of the main differences between the 
written text and a website is the ability to be 
able to search the site using word descrip­
tors. This mode of operation is unique to 
electronic media and is the key factor why 
most of us use the Internet. A second major 
factor is that the website can provide excel­
lent illustrations that can be downloaded in 
both hardcopy and in electronic format, and 
as such can be adapted for size, definition 
and color. Obviously, these can be down­
loaded onto our own album or research 
pages. However, there is a major disadvan­
tage. The website and its images are transi -
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tory compared with hardcopy/printed mater­
ial. What you read today may not be avail­
able tomorrow. Thus, it is incumbent on all 
webmasters to adhere to a few simple rules. 
Each page should be dated, and, preferably, 
identified as being a temporary or permanent 
page, perhaps through the use of a numeric 
code. There should be a map of the site to 
assist the visitor. The webmaster' s email 
address should be given to permit feedback. 
Finally, remember that your audience is 
worldwide. 

Returning to the FIP Annual Internet 
Competition, year on year we see very sig­
nificant improvements in many of the 

entries. Good sites initially were the prerog­
ative of the United States, but now are 
planned and compiled anywhere in the 
world. The websites contain important infor­
mation and, through the Internet, are avail­
able to all philatelists. However, judging 
them under FIP literature rules is difficult 
and very time consuming. It is a task will­
ingly undertaken by a small number of 
judges, and each year we find new ideas and 
continued development of the unique fea­
tures of the Internet. We look forward to the 
2003 competition (see www.f-i-p.ch), the 
results of that will be presented at Bangkok 
2003. 
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