. picting Columbus's first American landfall, 200,000 stamps of each of these two valu
purchasable—and valid for postage — on just that one anniversary day! .

. Post offices were mobbed by patrons clamoring for this pioneering issue, sold out by early afternoon.
Rampant speculation, lasting throughout 1893, sent the set’s prices sky-high—until its dramatic crash.

Here now is the story of this unprecedented emission, largely ignored by generations of philatelists.

. +F4-
. UNADOPTED ESSAY — ARTIST'S PEN-INK-AND-WASH DRAWING.

By Antonio Bosco, staff artist of Compaiiia Sud-Americana de Billetes de Banco, Buenos Aires. His
later watercolor, based on a penciled sketch by noted marine artist Eduardo de Martino, became the adopt-
ed model for the issue. .
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