






AUTHOR' s INTRODUCTION 

This booklet may come as a surprise to 
some philatelists because of the amOlmt of 
material available for collection in what, at 
first glance, appears to be a comparatively 
limited field. The general collector ha.s few 
occasions to come in contact with much of the 
topical specialists' so-called "bread and 
butter". Those who are not Scouts on Stamps 
enthusiasts are probably familiar wlth little 
beyond the 1950 Boy Scout commemorative issue. 
To them, this work should provide interest 
and revelation. 

To Boy Scout top icalists, however, this 
booklet should prove to be a welcome and long 
awaited addition to their philatelic library 
and a helpful and desireable catalogue and 
guide. Items from their own collections will 
be immediately recognized. Pictures and de
scriptions of other items will enable the 
collector to continue his search with a real 
knowledge of what he is trying to find. 

Some few advanced {or lucky} Scout col
lectors may discover sufficient gaps herein-
through comparison with their own collections 
--to cause some disconcertion. To them, I 
can only offer my profuse apologies; point 
out the difficulties involved in assembling 
the varied material; and hopefully suggest 
that they can be of great service in making a 
future edition much more complete by inform
ing me of any omissions that they note. 

A sincere effort has been made, with the 
help of some interested individuals--who will 
be enumerated hereafter--to gather in this 
volume all of the known Boy Scout cachets 
that were produced in the United States from 
the time of the inception of the Boy Scout 
movement in this country in 1910. One-of-a
kind rarities have been omitted intentionally, 
since the listing of material that is com
pletely unavailable and uncollectable would 
seem to have little purpose or value. 
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Intensive research has uncovered much 
interesting information concerning various of 
the cachets presented, but one category of 
data has defied investigation in many instan
ces; namely, the number of cacheted covers 
of any particular kind that were issued. Ad
vice along this line, as to any item thus de
ficient, would be sincerely appreciated. 

It should also be noted that no attempt 
has been made to place an unrealistic catalog 
value upon any of the covers. Their demand 
has always exceeded their supply. The prices 
vary from month to month, from dealer to deal
er, and from collector to collector. However, 
no listed cover would normally retail for 
less than $.25, and many would run into a few 
dollars or more. Nevertheless, many 5¢ & 10¢ 
bargains have been found by intensive search 
through large cover lots. This, perhaps, is 
one of the lures of collecting Scouts on 
Stamps cacheted covers. 

All in all, this catalogue has been some
what of a joint effort by various members of 
the Scouts on Stamps Society International, 
and acknowledgement and thanks must be given, 
for both their moral and material support, to 
the following persons, listed alphabetically: 
Willard H. Boyles, Shelby, Ohio; Alfred 
Cettie, Seattle, Wash.; Dr. George L. Cohen, 
Washington, Ill.; Robert H. Cushing, Plymouth, 
Mass.; Leroy Edwards, Trenton, N. J.; Rev. E. 
Maclay Gearhart, Erie, Pa.; Alden P. Gleason, 
F'reeport, N.Y.; Aaron Grossman, Bayonne, N.J.; 
Frank N. Harris, Elmhurst, Ill.; George V. 
Holland, Detroit, Mich.; Milton Klein, 
Atlanta, Ga.; Rendell Rhoades, Columbus, Ohio; 
H. Hansell Ritter, Philadelphia, Pa.; and 
Harry D. Thorsen, Jr., Winnetka, Ill. 

The author fully recognizes the imperfec
tions herein. He is, however, satisfied that 
a long-needed beginning has now been made to
wards filling what has heretofore been a ser
ious void in the Scout collector's store of 
knowledge. He hopes that in this, at least, 
you will agree. 

11 



HOW TO COLLECT CACHE'I'ED SCOUT COVERS 

One of the interesting and attractive 
features of collecting Scouts on Stamps items 
is the intensive search necessary to uncover 
even a few of these elusive articles. The 
longer the battle; the sweeter the victory. 
The longer the search; the more satisfying 
the find--maxims even truer when dealing with 
Scout cachets of the United States. Neverthe
less, hidden treasures are waiting to be un
earthed; quick profits or a commanding posi
tion ln trading are the fruits to be gained 
by the discoverers of duplicates. But be 
forewarnedJ The feint of heart and the easily 
discouraged must surely fail. 

As a practical matter, there remain only 
a few worthwhile sources for this sort of 
material. The run-of-the-mill dealer will 
usually have nothing on hand along these 
lines, but will be glad to reminisce with you 
about the good old days when he was "loaded" 
with Scout offerings. If such a dealer does 
manage to get hold of some cacheted Scout 
covers, he has a waiting list of favored cus
tomers to whom he can peddle what he has at 
exorbitant prices. Some dealers, who special
ize in first day and other types of covers, 
do have basic Scout cachets in their stock. 
Many offer them for sale (either in person or 
on approval) at comparatively fair prices, 
even though their supply ls limited. Others, 
however, cognizant of the terrific demand for 
even such basic items, have marked the prices 
up beyond all reasonable bounds. The Scout 
collector should be wary of such persons. 

Be not completely discouraged, however. 
There are still, at least, four good methods 
of adding interesting and valuable Scout 
cachets of the United States to your collect
ion. One obvious means is to bid competit
ively at recognized auctions on large cover 
lots in which you have fortunately found a 
few Scout covers. (And a few is usually all 
that you will find, if that. Blind bidding 
will, therefore, be quite disappointing.) 
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The second procedure is a comparatively 
simple one. By following the news items in 
your favorite philatelic magazine ornewspaper 
(or in the Scouts on Stamps Society Interna
tional Journal), you will be able to learn 
about the forthcoming special cacheted Scout 
covers. You will then be able to purchase 
them, direct from the original source, at 
from 10¢ to 20¢ a piece---quite reasonable. 

Trading is the third process by which 
Scout cachets can be obtained. Normal trading 
at local stamp clubs will usually produce 
poor results, since this type of material ls 
not in general circulation. However, by join
ing the Scouts on Stamps topical society, you 
will be advised as to when groups of phila
telists, who specialize in Scout stamps and 
covers, will be meeting in your locality. 
Attendance at one of these gatherings can not 
fail to be fruitful. Even if you are short 
of trading material, other Scout collectors 
often have duplicates for sale at exception
ally fair prices. 

The final system for securing cacheted 
Scout covers is the most fun, the most re
warding, and, of course, the most tiring. 
Briefly, it consists of attending stamp shows, 
large and small, haunting dealer after dealer 
for your wants, and spending hours searching 
through large lots of dedication and special 
events covers in the hope of finding a few 
Scout items. In order to do this, you will 
have to be at the show early, make your 
search thorough, and beat out other Scout 
collectors who are doing the same thing. 
Nevertheless, it is by this method that worth
while covers often can be bought quite cheaply 
primarily because these dealers have neither 
the time nor the patience to sort their stock 
topically. 

You are probably all familiar with the 
ending of the Scout Oath, which reads, " ••• To 
keep myself physically strong, mentally awake, 
and morally straight". In your search for 
Scout cachets, a similar pledge would be 
helpful. Happy huntingl 
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BOY SCOUT CACHETS OF THE UNITED STATES 

(Arranged chronologically) 

Text And Symbol Explanation 

Wherever possible, information supplied 
as to each cachet includes: 

(1) Description of Event. 

(2) Date of Issue. 

(3) City and State of Issue (Postmark). 

(a) The sign (#) appearing after the 
of a city and state means that 
same cachet exists on covers 
other city and state postmarks. 

(4) Type of Cachet. 

(a) The following symbols are used: 

E - Engraved or embossed. 
H - Hand or machine stamped. 
M - Mimeographed. 
P - Printed or lithographed. 

nan1e 
the 

with 

S - Silk-screened or hand-painted. 

(5) Colors of Cachet. 

(a) The following symbols are used: 

A - More than five different colors. 
B - Blue, ultramarine, etc. 
Bl - Black or gray. 
Br - Brown, rust, etc. 
G - Green, olive, etc. 
0 - Orange. 
R - Red, maroon, etc. 
S - Silver. 
V - Violet, purple, etc. 
Y - Yellow, gold, etc. 
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(5) Colors of Cachet (Continued). 

(b) Where more than one color appears on 
the cachet, each are listed in order 
of prominence. 

(c) Where written portion of cachet is in 
a color different from the rest of 
the cachet, that color is underlined. 

(d) Where the same cachets were produced 
in entirely different colors, each 
different color is numbered. 

(6) Approximate Number of Covers Issued. 

(a) Where an approximate number of cachet
ed covers issued appears, it should, 
nevertheless, be noted that many of 
these covers often fell into the 
hands of non-philatelists and were 
destroyed or lost. Therefore, the 
actual number of existing covers of a 
particular type may be substantially 
less than the indicated figure. 

( 7) Organization or Individual 'I'hat Sponsored, 
Prepared or Mailed the Cacheted Cover. 

NOTES 
1. Some of the cachets and covers depicted 

hereafter have not been reproduced in their 
original size, but appear somewhat smaller. 
This has been done in order to more conven
iently accomodate these cachets and covers in 
their appropriate order. 

2. Where a cachet reproduction appears in 
a somewhat shoddy condition, it should be 
noted that this is not the fault of our print
er, but is "as is" as the cachet was actually 
originally produced. 

3. When referring to a particular cachet 
in correspondence, please use the number 
appearing with each cachet and the additional 
letter where appropriate. 
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