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Philatelic Elements 

The recommended items that should be included in a philatelic 

exhibit competing within the General Class particularly the 

Thematic Division and the Postal Division. 

 

Aim: To demonstrate that Scout philately can be a lot more 

than collecting stamps and first day covers. 
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Element Categories 

V Pre-production elements 

V Stamps as Issued 

V Machine Generated Postage 

V Official Varieties 

V Unofficial Varieties 

V Unplanned Varieties (EFOs) 

V Covers 

V Postal Stationery 

V Maximum Card  

V Labels 

V Cancellations 

V Auxiliary Markings  

V Bogus Stamps, Cinderellas, Facsimile, Fake, Forgery, Postal Documents  



Pre-production 

» Original drawings: submitted by artists and accepted for consideration by the 

postal authority for stamp designs 

» Essay: proposed design, submitted to and rejected by, Postal Authorities, or 

adopted after changes have been made 

» Photo essay: photograph of design with measurements and notations 

» Proofs: trial impressions from the die or printing plate before actual 

production 

» Engraver's proofs: impressions taken to check the progress of his work 

» Die proofs: impressions from the completed die, submitted for final approval 

» Plate proofs: impressions from the completed plate 

» Color trials: proofs in selected colors to permit a final choice of color to be 

made 

» Color proofs: impressions of the approved colors taken prior to printing 

» Rainbow proofs: trials, to test various colored inks, cancellations and paper 

 



Pre-Production 

Essay  Original Artwork for Proposed Souvenir Sheet 



Proof of Postal Card 

 Stamp Imprint          



Die Proof - Artist Signed 



Stamps as Issued (most are catalogue listed) 

» Booklet stamps (preferably full pane if all one motif or related se-tenants)  

ïbooklet covers and labels (shown with pane or booklet) 

ïplate numbers (or other marginal markings) 

» Coil stamps (should be shown in pairs)  

ïline pairs 

ïplate numbers (best shown in strips of three or five for U.S.) 

» Sheet stamps perforate, rouletted, or imperforate when issued as such  

ïplate, zip, arrow, mail early, and copyright blocks 

ïother marginal markings (printed, handstamped) 

ïse-tenant pairs and blocks, tabbed issues 

ïtriptych (three joined stamps of different but related designs) 

ïtete-beche pairs 

ïbisects, trisects, quadrisects 

ïwatermarks 

 



Stamps as Issued   page 2 

» Discount postage (stamps issued at reduced price, chiefly for publicity) 

» Encased postage and other monetary usages 

» Expedition stamps  

ïScientific (e.g. Shackleton Antarctic Expedition, 1908) 

ïMilitary (e.g. Liberian Field Force, IEF of India)  

» Express or Special Delivery 

» Geometric shapes (triangles, diamonds, etc.) 

» Local issues (valid within a limited area or postal administration) 

» Occupation issues (for use in territory occupied by a foreign power) 

» Revenue issues: government, departmental 

» Special fees, late fees, railway letter fees 

» Miniature and souvenir sheets 

» Newspaper stamps 

» Official stamps 

» Parcel post stamps 

» Postage Due stamps 

 



Stamps as Issued   page 3 

» Telegraph stamps 

» War tax stamps 

» Joint issues 

» Provisional issues 

» Plebiscite issues 

» Military franks  

» Military telegraph stamps 

» Marine insurance issues 

» Value inserted issues 



Stamps 

Imperforate Se-tenant Geometric shapes (triangle) 

Marginal Marking Self-Adhesive with Perforated Backing Paper Self-Adhesive with Rouletted Backing Paper 



Watermark  



Presentation Pack 



Machine Generated Postage 

» Framas 

» Postal Buddy Cards 

» Meter Imprints  



Meter Imprint  



Mailers Postmark Permit 



Official Varieties (Official Government issued)  

» Perforations (different measurements, methods) 

» Experimental perforations and roulettes 

» Perfins (e.g. O.H.M.S.) 

» Precancels (different types and styles) 

» Tagged or otherwise treated for use in automation equipment 

» Printed information on reverse, attached label, or selvage 

» Specimens, black prints and other publicity items 

» Surcharges (revalued issues) 

» Overprints (geographic, commemorative, etc.) 

» Mirror prints  

» Gum, watermark, or paper varieties 

» Test stamps (for testing of dispensing machines) 

» Post office training stamps 

» Carrier stamps (charge for conveying mail to or from local post offices) 

» Shipping company stamps (prepaying mail carried on mail-ships or packet boats) 

» Obliterated stamps (e.g., portraits of deposed or deceased rulers) 

 



Official Varieties 

Overprint Specimen Overprint on Overprint Specimen (bars) 



Unofficial Varieties 
preferably on cover with corner card 

» Perfins 

» Business 

» Charity  



Unplanned Varieties ï Errors  
result of the production process,  but not "favor" made 

» Imperforate in one direction 

» Fully imperforate  

» Imperforate between 

» Perforations of the wrong gauge on one or more sides 

» Perforations inverted on souvenir sheets 

» Perforations fully doubled or tripled 

» Complete color missing 

» Tagging missing 

» Inverted tagging 

» Inverted design 

» Inverted design 

» Inverted embossing 

» Design error 

» Inverted or multiple surcharge 

» Inverted or multiple overprint  

» Overprint or surcharge on back of stamp 

 



Unplanned Varieties ï Errors  (page 2) 

» Lettering errors (misspelled country, name, etc.) 

» Double print 

» Wrong value stamp 

» Colors reversed 

» Missing overprint, surcharge, or precancel 

» Offset (printed on reverse) 

» Paper errors  

ïPrinted on wrong color paper 

ïWrong, incomplete or changed watermark 

» Other constant errors (worthy of catalogue listing) 

 



Unplanned Varieties - Errors  

Inverted Overprint Imperforate Between Inverted & Normal Overprints 

Perforation Errors Reverse Design 


